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Student Life was filled with exciting campus events. Students 

were ecstatic to participate in all the fun activities such as blood drives, 
intramurals, and field days. Annual blood drives were a major 
draw for the students; they loved donating because of the intrinsic 
reward. Each knew that his or her blood would save lives and 
wanted to make a difference. During Valentine’s Day, students 
came together to decorate cupcakes and donate much-needed 
supplies to those affected by the Hattiesburg tornado. Their 
m hearts were touched by the thought of providing for those 


Crowds were in awe of the unbeatable 
talent on campus. Students’ skills were showcased 
during the annual Christmas and spring stage band 
shows. The choir, stage band, and dancers put 
i on a phenomenal show and stunned audiences 

k from all across the state. Performances were 
continually packed full with anticipation 



by Kimi Jeanson 


left: Students celebrate their victories at 
Bear Necessities Day. 













tailgating 



ailgating was a time-honored tradition at Southwest. Bears fans gathered around the perimeter of John I. Hurst 

football stadium every Thursday night to support their team. Fans were adamant about supporting the football team. 
Determined to have a great time, attendees of the event brought chairs and tents to make themselves feel as at home as 
possible. With each touchdown scored, fans were determined to keep morale as high as possible. 

Southwest s Student Government Association worked diligently to ensure that all football events were as enjoyable as 
possible. Mingling with the crowd and helping where needed, the SGA was an integral part of the Thursday night events. 


In conjunction with Southwest’s administration, faculty, and staff, each SGA member’s insuppressible work ethic showed, as all events 
ran as smoothly as possible. 


above: Jessi Bames, Loryn Hollis, Haley Simmons, and Shakeya Nobles dance with their pom poms. 


by Cody Pol 
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uring the second week of April, Stage Band debuted their annual spring show. The Stage Band performers 

kicked off the show with the song “Jump” by Van Halen. They quickly grasped the audience’s attention and drew 
them in; the audience could not wait for what was to come. The show proceeded as the band played “Cut to the 
Chase.” SMCC Stage Band dancers took the stage once again and danced to “Baby Drives a Fast Car.” After that, the 
Steel Pans played “Sunset.” The audience thoroughly enjoyed the Steel Pans. Laken Brock sang “Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow” while playing her ukulele, and the audience was enamored. After Laken’s performance, the Steel Pans 
played another song, “Steelband Paradise.” The audience was in disbelief when they heard the next piece. The singers and dancers 
came back on stage and performed, “The River,” by Jordan Feliz, featuring Wes Wroten as the soloist. After “The River,” the SMCC 
Choir performed a medley, “Right Flere Waiting for Your Smiling Face.” After the applause ceased, Mariha Beadle stepped out on stage 
to perform the song, “Listen.” The Brass Machine performed one of their songs, “Brooklyn,” and they did a phenomenal job. Mariha 
Beadle and Reagan Myers sang a duet of the medley, “Umbrella/Singin’ in the Rain.” The singers and dancers came back on stage to 
perform a classic, “Don’t Stop Believin'.” Wes Wroten and Haley Simmons exhibited a great amount of talent as the soloists in the song. 
The band played another number for the audience, “Act Your Age.” Jamesha Butler brought the house down when she sang “Blessings” 
by Laura Story. When it came time for the finale, the audience could not believe that it was already the end. Everyone who was a part of 
the Stage Band came back out to perform the last song of the night, “Devil Went Down to Georgia.” Scott Molaison wowed the audience 
with his violin skills, and Reagan Myers exceptionally narrated the song. At the end, everyone came out and bowed. The audience gave 
a standing ovation for the job well done. 

The Stage Band outdid themselves once again. It took everyone who participated giving it their all to put on the fantastic show, 
and each member did just that. Support from the community allowed the Fine Arts department to keep up the amazing work they were 
doing, and the large crowds at the shows boosted members’ confidence tremendously. Stage Band, Steel Pan, and Choir members toiled 
endlessly throughout the semester to bring the audience a great show. From countless hours of music rehearsal to the final evenings of 
dress rehearsal, the positive response from attendees of the show made all of the hard work pay off. 

by Cody Pol 

above: Rebecca Richmond, Dallas Smith, Tanessa Rowley, Brianna King, Whitni Godbold, Kelly Arnold perform for the audience. 




spring stage ban d 9 


























music fills the room 


opposite page: Tanessa Rowley and Britni Godbold dance to "Baby Drives a Fast Car;" top left: Jamesha Butler belts out "Blessings;" top 
right: Kelly Arnold and Brooke Wells sing "Right Here Waiting for Your Smiling Face;" above: Brooke Wells, Tanessa Rowley, and Brianna 
King perform to "The River." 
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above: Chelsea James, Alissa Adam, 
Aerial McDaniel, Shalisa Hawthorne, 
Shelby Taylor, and A’Keiya McDyess 
pull with determination; top left: 
Destiny Brister and Olivia Lofton 
hop to the finish line in the three- 
legged race; top right: Ashlynn Knight 
struggles to turn the tire; far right: Joey 
Elliott focuses on catching the egg; 
right: Monica Amic spins in the 
Dizzy Izzy event. 



























bear necessities day 

determined students win 

B ear Necessities Day was a hit with all who joined in on the fun. Even in the relentless heat, those who braved the weather 

had nothing but positive comments about the experience. Each color-coordinated team member participated in a variety of 
events including a tug-of-war, tire push relay, three-legged race, dizzy-izzy, relay race, and egg toss. Teammates were adamant 
that they come out on top. Some chose to participate in individual events. In the half-mile run, participants raced the clock 
in hopes of becoming the reigning champion. The winners of the half-mile run were Trey Fleming and Ariel McDaniel, who 
represented teams seven and eight, respectively. The softball throw brought out the competitive side of everyone. The two 
students who overshadowed the rest were Neil McLaurin, a member of Team Eight, and Peyton Lewis, a representative of Team Nine. 

Team events were the driving force of Bear Necessities Day. The first event of the day was the dizzy izzy, an event where students 

I spun around on a baseball bat as quickly and as many times as they could. As everyone began to lose energy, it was time for lunch. Everyone 
sat down for food and fellowship at the cookout. Generous servings reinvigorated the weary contestants, and they were ready to go for round 
two. The next event of the day was the tire push relay. Students rushing around the field pushing tires was a hilarious spectacle. Contestants 
made beelines for the finish line; some tires fell over, some tires escaped toward the spectators, but all contestants unflinchingly persevered. The 
most entertaining of all the events was the egg toss. Contestants found themselves covered in a sticky, gooey mess as they tossed eggs back and 
forth between themselves, widening the gap during each throw. The contestants who kept their egg intact the longest won the game. Participants 
dashed toward the finish line in the next-to-last event of the day: the relay race. Blurs of bodies could be seen sprinting toward the line to score 
their teams points. As the festivities came to a close, the final event commenced. The tug-of-war was the fiercest battle of them all. Opposing 
teams tugged and pulled the lengthy rope in the hope of being the ones to make the rope cross the line. 

At the end of the day, the winning teams were announced. The first place team in the men’s category was team five. The Patriots. In 
the women’s division, team twelve, the 007s, outcompeted the rest. The second place team winners were team eight. The Cardinals, representing 
the men’s division, and team nine. Dream Team, representing the women’s division. Looking back upon the day, everyone there, including 
administration, faculty, staff, students, and spectators, held the event in high regards. As exhausted as they were, everyone left the field in an 
amazing mood. 


by Cody Pol 






Playing in the mud and 
having the day off were great 
ways to end the semester. 99 

-Kennedy Mount 

above: Kennedy Mount slides through a mud puddle at Bear Day. 













The rope was burning my 
hands, but I kept pulling 
anyway so that my team 

would win. 99 

- Casey Haygood 


above: Alex Novak, C asey Haygood, Vincent Calhoun, Neil McLaurin, and John Jolley battle to win 
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above: Joey Elliott, Courtni Godbold, Tyler Dunn, and Hunter 
Willis travel to Ballard Community Center to prepare for Easter 
^activities; top right: Courtni Godbold, Jessi Barnes; second 
row: Kendyl Adam, Laken Brock, Daniel Herndon, BSU 
director; Joey Elliott; third row: Brandon Bergeron, Kristin 
Henderson, Mariha Beadle, and Anna Fraiser smile in the foam 
^ at ^ son Caire, Wes Wroten, and Ja'Bria Durrell 
V • ~ serve pancakes at breakfast. 
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B aptist Student Union members spent spring break in Seattle, Washington, hoping to 

share the gospel with underprivileged citizens. Twenty-four students and two chaperones 
went on the trip, and they all played a large part in spreading the Word to the people of 
Seattle. Ministering and serving through volunteer activities such as pancake breakfasts, 
food drives, and community outreach activities, the group was irrepressible in their efforts 
to serve. 

Participating first in a pancake breakfast at the Loyal Heights Community Center, BSU students 
served food to people of the"'community, and they, helped cook and clean up after the event. While there, 
several students spoke with a young man about God’s love for him. The next night, the group had the 
opportunity to worship with members of VON A Church, the church that invited the students to Seattle. 

Members woke up the next day with a burning desire to be of service to others. Their next task was 
to visit the Ballard Community Center to assist in the preparation of Easter festivities. They helped manicure 
the lawtt decorate the premises, and fill Easter eggs for the Easter egg hunt later that day. Meanwhile, 
another group of students volunteered at a food pantry restocking shelves. 

Even though there was plenty of work involved, the mission trip was not only work. During their 
free time, students toured the city of Seattle and visited the famous Space Needle. As with all large cities, the 
shopping was unbeatable. A highlight of the trip was visiting the first-ever Starbucks. Students described 
the aromas wafting through the air of the cafe as intoxicating. 

On their final day in Seattle, all pitched in to help.with a beach clean-up day. While there, they 
ministered to even more citizens of Seattle. That afternoon, the group wearily, but heartily, helped needy 
citizens at a Walgreens food drive. Those who made the trip to Washington were exhausted by the end of the 
week, but each one said he or she would do it all over again. Joey Elliott, Baptist Student Union president 
said, “1 had an amazing time and pray that the seeds we planted will grow!” Missions at Southwest grow 
more and more every year, and this year was no exception. The students’ unquenchable thirst for helping 
others was evident once again on this trip, and every member hopes to continue on his or her journey of 
community service in the upcoming years. 

by Cody Pol 


I became bolder in 
my faith through this 
wonderful experience. 
-Madison Caire 
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serving Seattle 

students share hope 























indomitable bears energize 



F ans gathered on the field of the John I. Hurst stadium hoping to know the athletes behind the gear. Pizza in hand 

and music reverberating through the bleachers, attendees of the event eagerly listened as the football players’ names were 
called over the loudspeakers. As each player’s name was called, he sprinted across the field, gamering raucous applause and 
great excitement from the crowd. The steady sound of the Southwest band complemented the event perfectly. Following the 
introduction of the football players, the team assembled for a scrimmage. Helmets clashed and dirt tlew, but the team proved 
to be unstoppable. 

After the scrimmage came to a close, the members of the men’s and women’s soccer teams were introduced, much to the attendees’ 
delight. The Lady Bears basketball squad was the next team to be introduced. Each of the Lady Bears beamed with an uncontainable smile 
as her name was announced. The defending state champion men’s basketball team ran out onto the field next. Applause echoing from the 
stands could be heard all across the campus; every person attending cheered for the team. Following the enthralling performances from the 
cheer team, each cheerleader was introduced to the spectators. Flips and elaborate sequences commenced when each member heard his or her 
name called. As the dance team took the field, they performed to the rhythm of the pulsating dance music. Onlookers watched in awe as they 
gaped in amazement at the moves the dance team was able to pull off. The award-winning softball team was the next athletic organization 
to be introduced, and the crowd showed the players their utmost appreciation. Finally, the last team to be honored was the baseball team. 
Running across the field with the announcement of each name, the baseball players showed the effects of their rewarding practices. The meet 
and greet at the end of the introductions was filled with lively conversation and wide smiles. By the end of the evening, athletes and fans alike 
knew each other better than before, and everyone was ready to see what kind of unbeatable record the Bears could create this year. 

by Cody Pol 


far left: Nick Mueller 
plays the bass drum; 
opposite page: Erica 
Alford cheers on 
the Bears; top left: Jessi 
Barnes yells from the 
stands; left: Kristie 
Sanchez smiles as her 
name is announced. 


meet the bears 21 
















1 


Q 

P3 


■ 




r 


m 






'W 




4 


*- 


■< *4 


4 




* 






l***. 


* 








fm/ 

M 




- 5*4 




W. .**& 


* 

I 


i4 


^SBSJjijh 


i** J-Sl I 




4 


dftL . 


•bV 


M 


,..M 


W^-k i 


* 


%.p 








krewe of king Charlie 

"quacks on parade part deux" roll 

S tudent Government Association organized the annual Mardi Gras parade. “Quacks on Parade, Part Deux” was the 

theme. Members of the SG A tossed rubber ducks, beads, and candy from the float as they paraded down College Drive. 
Daniel Herndon and Sharon Pickett were the king and queen of the festivities. The parade closed with excitement in the air 
as students raced to retrieve fallen beads from the ground. 

Pat Young, Karinlee Brister, and Ashley Gray were the forces behind the curtain who pulled everything together. Their 
goal was to bring the college body together as a community. Whether they helped organize the event or came out to observe 
the parade, everyone who participated had a wonderful time. Students came dressed in several shades of purple, yellow, and green to 
celebrate the holiday. “The Mardi Gras parade brought students together for a time of good, clean fun,” said Cody Pol, Student Body 
Treasurer of the SGA. The parade allowed the community to participate in all the excitement of Mardi Gras without having to travel. 


above: Brooke Wells, Robert Brown, and Haley Simmons throw ducks and beads. 


by Kimi Jeanson 


mardi gras parade 
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explore opporj^mes 
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P unt, Pass, and Kick for Tuition drew a large crowd with contestants aiming for a free semester 
of tuition at Southwest. Determined to kick a field goal, students from local high schools gathered at 
the John 1. Hurst football stadium in the hope of winning free tuition. During half-time, two males and 
two females selected from a list of applicants lined up to attempt the field goal. Kicking as hard as they 
could, the ball flying across the field appeared unstoppable. The winners of free tuition were Hannah 
Owen, Will Boyd, and Tyler Leake. Students from area high schools were offered free admission and a 
concession stand voucher. 

An electrifying sensation filled the air that night. Anxious fans were excited to see their team win. Disco\ er 
Southwest was a time-honored tradition, and everyone had great expectations of what the night would bring. That 
night, the Bears set an unbeatable record, and memories of another great game follow ed everyone out of the gate. 


by Cody Pol 


above: Katajah Mahaflfrey, Kayla Ham, Emma Walls, and Erika Alford chant "Go Bears" at the football game. 
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uncontrollable fun 

events buzz with bears 


C ampus was abuzz with excitement as students took part in all of the exciting campus events. Uncontrollable laughter 

and joy filled the air as people careened off the end of the waterslides at the welcome-back party. At the bonfire pep rally, 
the cheerleaders and band riled up the attendees with their enthralling routines and memorable music. Sounds from the band 
woke every sleeping soul within a mile of campus, and the relentless aroma of the bonfire smoke filled the air with a lingering 
haze of gray smoke all through the night. 

Transfer fairs benefited students in unmeasurable ways. Recruiters from the various four-year institutions in the state told 
students about what the next two years of their education could be like if they transferred to the college they represented. An important part 
of the transfer process was building relationships, and the transfer fairs accomplished just that; students got the unique opportunity to know 
someone from the campus before they enrolled. 

Droves of students determined to give blood came out to save lives at the annual blood drive. One-hundred and ninety-five units of 
red blood cells and two units of plasma were collected. Every year, the turnout for the blood drive grew exponentially, further proving that 
Southwest students were unstoppable when they came together to help their community. 



above: Alyssa Brister hugs Ubie; above right: Kayla McKenzie and 
Samantha Stauffer discuss opportunities offered at Mississippi State 
University with Hannah Matthews, admissions counselor; top right: 
Emma Walls and Erika Alford sing the "Star-Spangled Banner" at 
Veterans' Day; opposite page: Nathan Mullen smiles uncontrollably 
at the Back-to-School Water Slide event. 


by Cody Pol 




























above: Ashton Planche dribbles the ball around Mohammad Mohammad; left: 
Jennifer Solis launches a dodgeball down the court; opposite page: Christopher 
Wells runs past Kenyonta Addison for a touchdown. 
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intramurals 

teamwork creates character 


E xtracurricular activities, such as intramural sports, were offered to resident and 

commuting students. They were given the freedom of choosing their team members for 
the variety of competitive sports, which were organized by director Bill Wallace. Among 
the intramural sports were basketball, flag football, dodgeball, softball, ping-pong, and 
billiards. These sports provided participants not only entertainment, but also an opportunity 
to socialize and be a part of a team. Students were dedicated to keeping up socially and 
staying physically in shape. 

More than three-hundred students participated in intramurals. Flag football and dodgeball were 
the favorites to watch and participate in. Audiences poured in to watch the three invincible teams face 
off. Dodgeball was no exception to the large crowds, for students enjoyed watching as much as they 
did participating. A dodgeball team consisted of six guys and at least one girl; they thrived off of the 
competitive spirit of the games. Intramural basketball began the third week of the second semester, and it 
quickly became extremely popular across the campus. The overall atmosphere was what drew students to 
the intramural sports because it gave them a sense of pride in their college and themselves. 


by Kimi Jeanson 

















homecoming 


mad about southwest 


H omecoming 2016 made everyone “Mad about 

Southwest!” The year’s festivities included “A Tribute 
to Elvis,” “8:30 Madness,” and “Running with the 
Bears.” “A Tribute to Elvis” took place in the Hurst 
Auditorium of the Fine Arts Building. The dedication 
of Alford-Conerly Hall was a momentous part of 
homecoming week. A slew of people came out to celebrate the opening 
of the state-of-the-art residence hall. “Running with the Bears” was 
comprised of two events: “The Mad Hatter Run,” a 1-mile Fun Run, and 
the “5K Walk/Run through Bears in Wonderland.” Attendees dressed up 
in their favorite Alice in Wonderland costumes; prizes were awarded for 
the best costumes. All of these activities created everlasting memories. 
SMCC’s Homecoming Queen was Haley Simmons. Student Body Maid 
was Lexie Johnson. The Southwest Sophomore Maids were Kendyl Adam, 
Gianca Holmes, and Chelsea James. The Freshman Maids were A’taajah 
Andrews, Jada Brown, and Brooke Smith. Homecoming honorees were 
Wayne Sterling, Alumnus of the Year; Tommy Allen, Sports Hall of Fame; 
Dennis Newman, Sports Hall of Fame (posthumously); and Charles and 
Joyce Bates, Foundation Hall of Fame. 

From its conception,“Mad about Southwest” was bound to be 
the best homecoming the Southwest student body had ever experienced. 
Throughout the week, campus morale was at an all-time high, and “Mad 
about Southwest” was looked upon with admiration and nostalgia. 


left: Junior Court members pose for a picture: Maryn Hollis, Anistyn Chaise Henderson, 
Darian Cotten, Lylah Gibson, and Ashleigh Sharp; top far left: Brooke Smith, Freshman 
Maid, walks across the field with her father, Chris Smith; top middle: A'Taajah Andrews, 
Freshman Maid, poses for a photograph with her uncle, Kendall Andrews; top left: Jada 
Brown, Freshman Maid, makes her way to the center of the field with her father, Sammy 
Brown; top right: Kendyl Adam, Sophomore Maid, poses for a picture with her father, 
Scotty Adam; opposite page: Haley Simmons, Homecoming Queen, smiles to the crowd 
beside her father, Johnny Simmons; middle: Lexi Johnson, Student Body Maid, smiles at the 
fans with her grandfather, Harvey Johnson; above right: Chelsea James, Sophomore Maid, 
flashes a smile at the crowd with her father, Edward Alexander; above left: Gianca Holmes, 
Sophomore Maid, makes her way to the middle of the field alongside her brother, Brentell 
Hollis. 
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homecominq 


bears "mad about southwest" 


M ad about Southwest was nowhere near adequate in describing the happenings of homecoming week at Southwest. The 

students and faculty decorated the campus with various Alice in Wonderland characters and scenes from the movie. Southwest 
held its annual 5k and 1-mile run, which was dubbed the “Mad Hatter Run.” People came from all over the Pike County region 
to participate in the event, wearing costumes from Alice in Wonderland to go along with the theme. 

Students also participated in many other activities such as the cookout, coronation ceremony, induction ceremony, and 
movie night. The food served at the cookout was absolutely divine. Students were served scrumptious pulled pork sandwiches 
and sausage dogs with all the trimmings. The coronation ceremony honored the beautiful homecoming court at halftime. Later on, Tommy Allen and 
Dennis Newman were inducted into the Hall of Fame. As students gathered to watch Hocus Focus in the Baptist Student Union, joyful noise could 
be heard resonating between the walls. Homecoming week was a success without a doubt, and the good times and memories made at "Mad about 
Southwest" are forever etched in everyone’s mind. 


by Kimi Jeanson and Cody Pol 
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left: Natalie MeMahon smiles as she breezes 
through the finish line; middle: Jenna Van 
Dan and Alexcia Carr hand out pizza at 8:30 
Madness; lar left: Drew Harrell poses with 
the Mad Hatter; top left: Lexi Brumfield 
glows in the black light at homecoming 
festivities; above: Michael Wilson, Brooke 
Smith, Lauren Walker, and Jeney Hudson 
race in the Mad Hatter's Fun Run. 
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alumni recognize inductees 

A lumni Association honored Wayne L. Sterling, Alumnus of the Year; Thomas P. Allen, Sports Hall of Fame; Dennis M- 

Newman, Sports Hall of Fame (posthumously); Joyce Bates and Charles R. Bates, Foundation Hall of Fame. Wayne Sterling graduated 
from Southwest Mississippi Community College with an Associates of Arts degree and later became a founding member and first 
president of the SMCC Foundation. Moreover, he earned his Master’s Degree in economics and a Juris Doctor of Law Degree from 
the University of Mississippi at Oxford. Sterling was responsible for the past thirty years’ massive economic growth in the Southeast. 
Thomas Allen graduated from Southwest in 1968, and later he coached at McComb High School for over a decade. He 
switched from coaching to sales and worked for Mississippi Farm Bureau, Southern Farm Bureau Life, and Southern Farm Bureau Casualty Insurance i 
Companies as an agent in the Pike County office. However, he soon returned to education and became president of the school board for the McComb 
Separate School District for three consecutive years. 

Dennis Newman excelled in sports from an early age and well through college. He lettered for four years in football and track. Newman 
received numerous awards for his achievements. 

Charles Bates attended Southwest in 1961 and graduated in 1963. He worked as a marketer for Pro-Rehab and then transferred to Quality Care 
and Rehab. Bates effectively expanded the market for his company and was responsible for the growth of that company in Louisiana. Bates and his wife 
bought Quality Care and Rehab and renamed it Summit Health and Rehab. Their success led to company chains located in Louisiana and Alabama. 

Upon graduation from Southwest, Joyce Bates worked with children having language and learning disabilities. With the aid of her husband 
Charles Bates, she established the Summit Health and Rehab Company, located on Highway 98. It provided physical, occupational, and speech therapy 
for adults and children. 

by Kimi Jeanson 
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left: Mary Emma and Tommy Allen 
smile with gratitude; far left: Matthew 
Newman aeeepts the honor on behalf of 
his late father; top left: Wayne Sterling 
walks on the Held at halftime; above: 
Joyce Bates, Charles Bates, Wayne 
Sterling, Tommy Allen and Matthew 
Newman beam as they are recognized; 
top right: Joyce and Charles Bates greet 
the crowd. 
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^Center offered tutoring in nearly 
^very discipline. 


Southwest proved once again why the college had been 

ranked as the number one community college in the state and a member 
of the top fifteen community colleges in the nation. To claim such 
awards, the school excelled in a number of areas, including cost 
I and financing, classroom experience, education outcomes, and 
career outcomes. 

Serving Pike, Amite, Walthall, and Wilkinson 
counties, the institution continued to provide students 
an unrivaled education in a number of academic and 
H vocational fields. The computer-based programs offered 
a wide variety of skills, from learning how to operate 
word processing programs to studying the complex 
relationship between machines and business in the 
Wk modern world. In General Chemistry, students 
K were introduced to atoms and molecules, the 
I building blocks of the world around them. In 
the English department, instructors placed an 
emphasis on literacy but were more than 
willing to put in one-on-one time with 
students to ensure that everyone had 
the capability to meet their academic 


goals. If a student struggled in his 


or her studies, the Student Success 


left: Korey Dillon measures 
deionized water into a graduated 
cylinder. 


This years book is full of videos. 
Download a QR code app to your 
smartphone and scan these codes, 
or go to www.BAL4TV.com to 
view videos. 
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academic overview 

e-books prepare students for the future 

O ffering both academic and career-technical programs, Southwest afforded students the 

ability to choose their future. Although those two programs often stand divided academically, 
students were not denied the chance to interact with each other. Group projects allowed students to 
transcend their areas of study to better their understanding of themselves and each other. Students 
had the opportunity to participate in a supremely affordable two-year program that prepared them 
to earn their bachelor’s degree at any university. 

No stone was left unturned in the students’ career planning. Advisors assisted the students with everything 
from planning courses to examining career opportunities and motivating their students to achieve academic success 
and reaching their full potential. The college met its goal of providing an exceptional start to a four-year education, 
thanks to its outstanding academic departments and administrative staff. Combined, academic and career-technical 
programs along with multitudinous activities and organizations prepared students for a bright, successful future and 
provided an irreplaceable college experience. 

by Cody Pol 

above: Dakota Stailey, Jonathan Scott, Brooke Smith, Kimi Jeanson, Stephanie Rimes, Cody Pol, Devin Chadwick, and Michael Wilson study 
between classes. 
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business/computers 

indomitable innovation for the future 

’ mmersing themselves in the study of business practices, students enrolled in the business and computer technology programs 

were motivated to excel in their coursework. Individuals learned valuable skills in order to deal with common financial situations 
in the workplace and their everyday lives. Class offerings ranged from Macroeconomics to Computer Applications, where students 
learned about the phenomena of output, unemployment, and inflation. 

Computer Concepts students learned about different types of computers and their functions, as well as discussed computer 
. hardware, software, and the benefits of networking. These courses were extremely beneficial because computers were used in almost 
every facet of life, especially working environments. Upon graduation from these courses, students understood the core values of being 
proficient, economically successful business people. 

by Cody Pol 

above: Jack Hinton, Ty LaCoste, and Ashton Planche compose a document in Leslee Brock's Computer Applications class. 
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fine arts 

artists reign invincible 

F ine Arts Department was invincible this year. The students’ unwavering passion with each note they played and painting they 

created all amounted to a culture of artistry at Southwest. The stage band’s shows were unbeatable; audiences traveled from near and 
far to attend the live shows and fully-orchestrated concerts. Every musician interpreted the beauty of each note and beat to a caliber 
unmatched. From classics to modern hits, their repertoire was a step above the rest. 

Students excelled not only in music, but also in art. The art department provided a variety of courses, such as Drawing 1, Drawing 
II, Painting, and Design. Art students were constantly drawing and creating, inside school and out. They were all determined to become 
successful artists in their field. No matter the obstacles they were thrown. Southwest students always persevered relentlessly toward becoming not only 
well-rounded artists, but well-rounded individuals. 

by Kimi Jeanson and Cody Pol 
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leit: Sam Womack plays the drums 
passionately; opposite page: Laken Brock 
plays ukulele for the audience; top left: 
Haley Simmons dances to the music; 
above: Cadie Durr paints in her art class. 
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communication skills e 


ut of all the courses offered at Southwest, language was one 

Language classes were vital to the curriculum in order for stu 
I in the United States, but also in other countries. Opportu 
other languages were ubiquitous. Dr. Elaine Coney gui 
and how to apply the skills in the professional arena 
Public Speaking expanded students’ confiden 
the course, students delivered a variety of presentations representing 
written works and read prose from across the globe in World Liter" 
of writing. Whether it was English or foreign language, all classe 
spoken and written word. From writing speech outlines to leami 
material. 
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mathematics 

equations equal success 

M athematics was a necessary tool for earning a degree at Southwest. Despite mathematics’ reputation of difficulty 

among students, they learned to sincerely appreciate the study’s practical applications. Pupils were adamant about 
excelling in their studies and persevered through the challenges the courses presented. Instructors helped students 
learn and understand everything they needed to have successful careers. Students who were seeking a degree in fields 
such as mathematics, engineering, computer science, and pharmacy were offered several advanced classes such as 
Trigonometry, Calculus, Differential Equations, Statistics, Quantitative Reasoning, and College Algebra. They were 
required to take classes for their selected major, but they were also offered several math classes that they could enjoy as electives. 

In numerous career paths, mathematics was necessary for understanding complex operations. Tasks such as dosing medications 
and performing chemical reactions required advanced mathematics courses. In addition, seemingly mundane tasks such as paying for a fast- 
food meal employed simple algebra. Mathematics was an important part of daily life, and the instructors at Southwest ensured that students 
left with an understanding of the subject’s principles. 

by Kimi Jean son 

Math is a challenging subject, but the 
Southwest instructors go the extra mile 

for their students. 99 

-Boyd Dunnam 





above: Boyd Dunnam works a calculus problem; left: Cadie 
Durr reviews her test; opposite page: Mohammad Mohammad 
prepares for a quiz by practicing math problems. 
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S cience courses enriched students’ understanding of the world around them. Lessons taught 

from the atomic level all the way to the macroscale biological organizations of the world influenced 
the way students interpreted the functions of their bodies and nature. In chemistry, students studied 
how the atom affects nearly every aspect of their lives. Subjects such as bond characteristics 
and behavior, intennolecular forces, and reaction types enhanced students’ knowledge of many 
biological and chemical systems. Biology courses consisted of detailed studies of the processes 
that affect living organisms and the taxonomy of those organisms. Learning about the photosynthetic cycles 
of different categories of plants and the characteristics of fungi classifications amazed biology students. In 
Anatomy and Physiology, human body systems were discussed in detail, illustrating the complexities of human 
structure and function. Physics classes involved in-depth discussions of the physical forces that govern nature. 
Students learned about the concepts of gravity and both kinetic and potential energy. 

Lab accompanied the science classes, and students put their knowledge from lecture to the test. Organic 
chemistry students practiced the intricate processes of distillation and recrystallization. In General Chemistry, 
titrations were a challenge; even an extra drop of the titrant would cause an imbalance in pH. Authentic human 
bones and replicas assisted Anatomy and Physiology students in learning the many parts of the skeletal system. 
As test time drew near, Wilma the skeleton was there to help them out. Knowledgeable and caring instructors 
were always ready to assist students with any problem they had. Upon departure from Southwest, students had 
a solid background in the sciences that sustained them wherever they went. 

by Cody Pol 


above: Jonah Bankston records chemistry lab data; 
top right: Haley Hargett, Patrick Dillon, and Trevor 
Davis dissect a pig's kidney; opposite page: Cecily 
Forrest and Ashley Van Buren examine the contents 
of a petri dish; right: Shelby Crawford and Grant 
Short collect bees for biology. 


science 

scientists test hypotheses 
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right: Jessica Cochnauer listens 
intently to the history lecture; 
far right;[Austin Blahnik works 
diligently on his classwork; 
below right: Montrell Jackson 
and Tyreek Williams study for 
their Western Civilization test; 
below: Instructor Merrielyn Ginn 
and Courtney Carter review 
notes on the Constitution. 




























social science 

ancient civilizations influence knowledge 



S ocial science courses helped determined students gain knowledge about events happening all over the world and 

in the past. Social science classes ranged from studying ancient civilizations and wars to examining theories about why 
people behave the way they do. Classes in Western Civilization, American History, American National Government, 
and State and Local Government helped students understand the connection between the past and the present. Sociology 
courses, along with psychology and Marriage and Family Living, offered insight into human development and cultural 
diversity. 

Students learned using methods such as research, panel discussion, and lecture. Instructors employed the panel discussion 
technique because it broke the everyday routine of lecture. The discussions required students to apply knowledge to a topic, prepare 
research, and then work with others to effectively present it to the class. Through Leadership and Organizational Skills and Honors 
Forum, students learned about different styles of leadership and leadership skills to effectively solve problems. Group discussions 
were a vital part of all of these courses. Studying the social sciences allowed students to learn about society and all its people, in 
addition to broadening their perspectives on what factors affect the world’s functioning. 

by Lakin Brown 











health occupations 

saving lives rewards students 

H ealth occupations students were relentless in their pursuit to make the world a 

healthier place. Whether they were learning to intubate a patient or simply check vital 
signs, health occupations students performed to the highest standard. The students went 
through lecture, lab simulations, and participation in real-life medical situations and 
scenarios. The students were able to obtain hands-on experience and have a glimpse of 
what the future would hold, either as a nurse or doctor. 

The healthcare field was a broad field that represented many occupations. At Southwest, all 
nursing students left prepared to enter those fields. The excellent instructors were adamant that their 
students achieved a level unparalleled anywhere else in the region. Everyone leaving the program felt 
confident that he or she was well-prepared for the world of healthcare. 

by Cody Pol 



above: Taylor Leggett prepares supplies 
for a patient; top right: Darian Galdino 
learns to prepare an operating table; 
opposite page: Rebecca Williams and 
Jenna Anzalone record information; 
right: Jenna Jo Lee looks on as Ronald 
Grice records the patient's 
vital signs. 
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career and 

technical 

programs 

standards set high 

I n the Career-Technical Programs, faculty and students 

were always setting the standard higher than before; they were 
unflinching in their determination. Southwest offered twenty- 
four career-technical programs, including: Early Childhood 
Development Education, Practical Nursing, Cosmetology, Massage 
Therapy, and Process Technology. All of the programs offered top- 
notch education and ensured each individual possessed the necessary skills 
to succeed. When the students graduated, they were fully prepared to not 
only enter the workforce, but also to blow the competition away. These 
invincible students went through rigorous classes and tests, such as the 
CPAS, to come out on top. 

Career-Technical Programs were also very active on campus and 
continued to impress with their unbeatable track record. This year, the Career- 
Tech won first in the Homecoming display competition. The knowledge and 
creativity imparted into the students resulted in an original, well-executed 
display. In everything they did, the students cared deeply about their work 
and their coworkers. As a result, they became an unstoppable force filled 
with dedication and a pure love of learning. 

by Kimi Jeanson 
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left: Delkwan Patterson and Michael Young, Carpentry students, 
use a nail gun to finish a project; opposite page, left: Emilee 
Bain, Cosmetology student, creates finger waves; opposite page, 
far left: Rufus Breeden, Amanda Greer, and Brandon Blackwell, 
Occupational Safety and Health students, inspect fire extinguishers; 
opposite page, top: Austin Fortenberry, Computer Network Support 
student, listens to instructor, Brian Miller; top: Amanda Wicker, Early 
Childhood Education Techology student, reads One Winter's Day 
to Dayton McCain, Stone Wallace, and Brody Moore; above: Zack 
Bacot and Dusty Scott, Well Construction Technology students, set 
up equipment for drilling. 
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career and 

technical 

programs 


Accounting Technology 
Automotive Technology 
Banking and Finance Technology 
Business and Marketing Technology 
Business Management Technology 
Carpentry (Residential) 

Commercial Truck Driving 

Computer Network Support Technology 

Cosmetology 

Diesel Equipment Technology 
Early Childhood Education Technology 
Electrical Technology 
Health Information Technology 
Heating and Air Conditioning 
Massage Therapy 
Medical Office Technology 
Nurse Assistant 

Occupational Safety and Health 
Oil and Gas Production Technology 
Practical Nursing 
Welding and Cutting 
Well Construction Technology 


above: Maggie Wilkinson, Medical Office Technology, completes 
a medical billing form; opposite page, top: Donovan Case, Diesel 
Equipment Technology student, changes the oil filter; opposite page, 
bottom right: Aaron McKay, Heating and Air Conditioning student, 
reads the duct pressure; opposite page, right: Dontavious Felton, Cass 
Dillon, Jeremiah Brown, Automotive Technology students, check the 
transmission; right: Leigh Anne Gibson, instructor of Banking and 
Finance Technology, explains the data chart to Demario Lindsey. 
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nurse assistant and 
practical nursing 

nurses ace rigorous courses 

P ractical Nursing Program afforded students ample 

opportunities to hone their skills for use in their future 
healthcare careers. As the demand for qualified healthcare 
professionals increased, the nursing program at Southwest 
worked around the clock to graduate exceptional students 
in order to fill positions. Offering a one-year program 
in Practical Nursing and a one-semester program for Nurse Assistants, 
the college was on the forefront of creating employable members of the 
community. In each curriculum, students learned the fundamentals they 
would use to educate the public as well as succeed in the workforce. 

Nursing students diligently studied and perfected their assigned 
routines and methods. From working in the modern training facilities to 
learning to use state-of-the-art equipment. Southwest nursing graduates 
were well-prepared for prosperous careers. 

by Cody Pol 


above: Jarred Fouche, Melissa Taylor, and Brady Duncan 
dress a patient's wound; right: Breona Robinson and Briana 
Tobias refer to their textbook in order to administer the 
proper dosage of medication. 
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business/computer 

technology 

students practice techniques 

I mmersing themselves in the study of business practices, 

students enrolled in the business and computer technology 
programs were motivated to excel in their coursework. 
Individuals learned valuable skills in order to deal with common 
financial situations in the workplace and their everyday lives. 
Class offerings ranged from Macroeconomics to Computer 
Applications, where students learned about the phenomena of output, 
unemployment, and inflation. 

Computer Concepts pupils learned about different types of 
computers and their functions, as well as discussed computer hardware, 
software, and the benefits of networking. These courses were extremely 
beneficial because computers were used in almost every facet of life, 
especially working environments. Upon graduation from these courses, 
students understood the core values of being proficient, economically 
successful businesspeople. 

by Cody Pol 


left: Fernando Salgado practices his Microsoft Excel 
skills; below: David Wallace, Justin Johnston, and 
Amber Terrell formulate a budget for their 
business course. 
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industrial career technology 

skills guarantee successful career 

I ndustrial Career Technology graduated indomitable students training in differing areas of employment within a managed 

environment. Welding and Cutting, Well Construction Technology, Electrical Technology, and Commercial Truck Driving were some 

edoemT' 011 ? hT ? ? l ° StUde " tS ' Attendin g career technology programs gave students the access to not only cutting- 

edge materials, but also caring instructors who worked with students until they became masters in their trade. 

rnongst the many courses offered, students had the chance to explore outside their comfort zone and identify their strengths The 

on the a P aTf r T f, f" ^ nCCeSSary tools the >' nee ded to not only excel, but also surpass their peers; they were briefed 

the qualifications and standards the industry expected. Graduates moved forward to become active, successful members of the community. 

opposite page: Moms Aitkin and Ross Bailey, Welding and Cutting students, adjust the torch to cut metal. by Cody Pol 

Working with the advanced equipment 
in the Welding and Cutting program 
makes me confident that I will succeed 99 

in the workforce. 

-Ross Bailey 
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library-learning resource center 

extensive resources promote learning 


W illiam C. and Lula B. Ford Library was the ideal source for academic reference material. It also created an 

excellent atmosphere to study and learn new skills. There were books, newspapers, and computers in the library which 
were available to all students. With a collection of thirty-six thousand books and periodicals, the library provided any 
written piece the students needed for classes. In addition, MAGNOLIA, the online resource for literature, was also an 
unbeatable resource that was easily accessible through phones, tablets, and computers. It provided academic resources 
such as journals and articles that were not commonly found in libraries. 

Resources at the Ford Library were not limited to printed material. The Student Success Center offered phenomenal tutors in English, 
math, and science who were capable of helping any student who was struggling in his or her classes. Staff and tutors were relentlessly determined 
to ensure that students had access to the resources they needed and were fluent in their course material. 



by Kimi Jeanson 


above: Terrion Bell studies for a math quiz; left: Bailey Brewer logs into her 
Canvas account to view a textbook; opposite page: Corey Cook studies for 
his nursing test; top left: Brooke Wells and Erika Alford compare notes; top: 
Brittany McGuire looks over her organic chemistry homework. 
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workforce center 

training fosters economic growth 


A t the Workforce Training Center, the needs of the community were fulfilled. The center provided 

students, employers in the district, and the community short-term, non-credit training. Programs ranging 
from Emergency Medical Technician training to Law Enforcement Academy created jobs that fostered 
local economic growth. In addition to career-oriented training, the Workforce Training Center provided 
certification classes, including resume writing and interviewing skills seminars. The MIBEST project 
created opportunities for individuals to attain a high school credential while working on a career 
certificate. During the program’s extent, it provided assistance with any barriers the individuals might have encountered. 

The Workforce Training Center hosted many events that were open to the community throughout the year; the 
center greatly contributed to local job growth. Hosting job fairs put the unemployed back to work and stimulated the 
economy. Working closely with community leaders, the center played an irreplaceable role in providing certifications and 
customized training to individuals from near and far. 

by Cody Pol 


above: Amy Beard, MI-BEST College Navigator; Carolyn Williams, ABE/GED Director; and Janice S. Kellar, MI-BEST Project Coordinator, 
discuss the impending job fair; top left: Dr. Wendy Smith, Workforce Director, and Tiffany Langlinais, Factory on Main Vice-President 
of Marketing, coordinate institutional logistics; above right: Dana Duncan demonstrates skills that she learned in the Emergency Medical 
Technician program. 
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halftime of the homecoming game. 


Southwest offered a variety of organizations to its students. 

Whether it was an honor society or a recruiting organization, 
there were different groups on campus to cater to each student’s 
personal interest. These different clubs and organizations offered 
i students many benefits as well, such as opportunities to help the 
L community,'serve others on campus, and develop friendships. 
WL Many of these groups also helped students beyond Southwest, 

Wk 

Bjfll enabling them to secure scholarships when they moved to a 

|f§ \ 

^ four-year university. 

Beta Beta Beta (Tri Beta) and Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
were two on-campus academic organizations. These 
two honor societies held a high standard of academic 
excellence and reached out to others through 
community service. Cody Pol, President of the 
PTK Omicron Delta chapter, shared character¬ 
building aspects these groups provide. “PTK 
has instilled in me leadership qualities that I 
will never forget,” he said. 

by Kimi Jeanson 


left: Adam Boyd plays the baritone at 
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ar trackers 


B ear Trackers were a hand-selected group of outstanding students w ho were dedicated 

to serving the Southwest campus and surrounding community. Chosen through a rigorous 
application and interview process, members’ motivation to serve was unparalleled. Bear 
Trackers permeated each campus event. Whether assisting with the College Transfer Fair 
or fundraising for the group, members of the organization were prominent faces around 
Southwest. The students comprising Bear Trackers served as ambassadors, reaching out 
to local high school upperclassmen and spreading the word about the unmatched quality of education at 
Southwest. 

Under the leadership of Karinlee Brister, Southwest Recruiter, and Pat Young, Director of 
Counseling and Recruitment, the Bear Trackers were instrumental in the planning and conducting of many 
events. The ever-popular Punt, Pass, and Kick tor Tuition was a continued success. At the event, a student 
from a local high school received a free semester of tuition. Staying busy fundraising, events such as the 
Golden Corral Student Server Night, Southern Kernels Gourmet Popcorn Sale, Jambalaya Plate Lunch 
Sale, and selling care packages during exam week, Bear Trackers worked diligently to offset the cost of 
their annual Beach Therapy Leadership Retreat in Gulf Shores, Alabama. In addition, the popular Princess 
Ball drew a large number of local citizens. Madison Martin served as the Bear Trackers president toiling 

endlessly to ensure that the organization reached each of its goals. 

by Cody Pol 


left: Madison Martin, 
President, and Daley 
Roberts inspect club 
uniforms; far left: Tamara 
Cowart, J.C. Gardner, 
and John Mauny discuss 
opportunities at the 
Transfer Fair; opposite 
page: Me'Oshia Williams, 
Shinah Moore, and Mattie 
Pigott review the new 
application packet. 


above: Pat Young, adv.sor; Clare Clark, Loiyn Hollis, Kelsi Goudeau, Me'Oshia Williams, Raney Hewitt, Madison Martin President- 
Brooke Smith, Allyn Rollms, Shelbi Crawford, Jessi Barnes, Haley Hargett, Alexcia Carr, Haley Simmons, Karinlee Brister. advisor- second 
iow: Myles Kendrick, Shinah Moore, Olivia Dickerson, Tamara Cowart, Valerie Dixon, Mattie Pigott, Brooke Wells, Desmiuna Gayden 
Bnttaiiy McGuire, J.C. Gardner, Trey Magee; third row: Michael Wilson, Kohl Rester, Christopher Wells, Andrew Gamer, Robert Brown! 
Boyd Dunnam, Aaron Buckley, Korey Dillon; not pictured: Brittany Brumfield and Daley Roberts 
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B aptist Student Union was a place for spiritual uplifting, fellowship, and encouragement. 

Many students went to the Baptist Student Union because it served as a home away from 
home. There were plenty of opportunities for those students who were looking to strengthen 
their relationship with Christ, such as weekly Bible studies on Monday nights and a noon 
meal on Wednesdays for a donation of two dollars. Students also had the opportunity to sign 
up for upcoming BSU events, such as the spring break mission trip, summer missions, and 
various other activities that went on within the community. 

Students who were involved with the BSU did an exceptional job in their efforts toward the mission 
trips; students had the privilege to spread the gospel to the people of Seattle. Sharing the love of God with 
local citizens, members volunteered in pancake breakfasts and numerous other community outreach activities. 
Throughout the trip, members were exposed to a new way of life, and they learned how to serve as better 
Christians back at home. 

by Cody Pol 
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left: Leadership Team: Joey 
Elliott, President; Daniel 
Herndon, Director; Kendyi 
Adam, Jessi Barnes, Vice- 
President; Brandon Bergeron. 
Laken Brock, Lauren Burch, 
Mariha Beadle, and Anna 
Fraiser; far left: Joey Elliott 
reads a scripture at "See You 
at the Pole;" above: Kendyi 
Adam, Anna Fraiser, Jessi 
Barnes, Brandon Bergeron, 
Mariha Beadle, Joey Elliott, 
Tate Allen, Lauren Burch, 
and Laken Brock discuss 
summer missions; top right: 
Hunter Temple enjoys 
tailgating at the BSU tent. 
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wesley foundation 

fellowship bonds believers 


W esley Foundation was an on-campus ministry sponsored by the United Methodist Church. 

Il was open to all students from all backgrounds. The Wesley Foundation encouraged students to 
grow in their walks with Christ by providing opportunities for local and state missions, worship 
fellowship, and support. Each week, the Wesley Foundation hosted public Bible studies, which 
were held in the student chapel. Each study began with a small meal or snack and finished with 
scriptures from the Bible or lectures from guest speakers. Advisor Melinda Bowlin said, “I have the 

greatest job ever. Every da/I get to share the love of Jesus with the greatest students in the world at the best college in the 
state of Mississippi.” 

Students laughed, ate, and joined in fellowship with each other. Wesley often hosted enthralling campus events 
such as the Welcome-Back Crawfish Boil, which drew an enormous crowd. Students, with the help of sponsor Melinda 
owl in operated the concession stand at the home basketball games. Wesley students were known around campus as a 
group ol individuals dedicated to bettering the college. Their reputations preceded them wherever they traveled Through 
then-work with the campus and outside community, members of the Wesley Foundation fostered spiritual leadership among 
. oulhwest students. Their missions encouraged countless individuals to seek the love of God. The Wesley Foundation 
made a lasting impact on Southwest Mississippi. 

by Cody Pol 
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■: Christina Travis, Shawnae Brown. Pd'nisha Hardy, and Ariel McDaniel 
iblc for the monthly oUlcers' meeting; right; Shalisa Hawthorne, Shelby 
i, and A key i a McDyess eat crawfish at the welcome-back party; opposite 
Rebecca Richmond, John Shannon, and Jack Hinton devour crawfish. 
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sounds of music 

voices unite in harmony 

I n every aspect, the Southwest choir was an insuppressible force that left everyone stunned. From the 

basses all the way up to the sopranos, students in the choir loved to learn new songs and participate in a 
team environment. Each member knew there was something special about the group dynamic of coming 
together to make beautiful music. The choir allowed them to be in harmony not only in song, but also in 
their everyday lives. 

These talented students’ repertoire was nothing less than awe-inspiring. From the “Star-Spangled Banner” 
to the Newsies, the choir performed a variety of songs for the annual Noontunes and Christmas Show. In the 
Christmas Show, the choir sang a medley of “O’ Christmas Tree” and “Winter Wonderland.” All four sections 
blended perfectly and were dynamic in rhythm. Banding together through music made the choir a tight-knit group 
that supported each other through the greatest and worst of times. The quality entertainment provided by the 
unbeatable choir left an impression on those who attended their breathtaking performances. 

by Kimi Jeanson 



opposite page: Loryn Hollis sings "I Dreamed a Dream;" above left: Amber Legg, Cecily Forrest, Brittany McGuire, and Clare Clark 
harmonize during a concert; above right: Mariha Beadle sings passionately; above: Joe Elliott directs Cecily Forrest, Amber Legg, Jada 
Brown, Emily Kemp, Loryn Hollis, Evan Busbin, Charles Coleman, Tate Allen, Serina Robertson; second row: Clare Clark, Brittany 
McGuire, Courtni Godbold, Brianna King, Britni Godbold, Whitni Godbold, Michael Wilson, Hunter Temple, Kris Patton, Hannah Malone, 
Nicole Stokes, Amy King, Destyn Mann, Bradi Conn; third row: Sami Simmons, Neshun Holmes, Trevor Davis, Jacob Landry, Branson 
Blanton, Myles Kendrick, Joshua Williams, Trey Magee, Laken Brock, Brooke Wells, Mariha Beadle, Karlissa Turnage, Janice Spicuzza, 
and Jaime Lowe as they perform the "Star-Spangled Banner." 
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student nursing organization 

inspiration drives excellence 


S tudent Nursing Organization (SNO) was a great aid to students on the path to becoming a nurse. In this organization, 

members were able to communicate with others in the nursing program. The SNO commenced with a “Welcome-Back 
I Party,” where the members were able to partake in recreational fellowship with one another. 

Members of SNO volunteered for several community sen ice projects throughout the year. They served at several 
I events including the biannual blood drive and local health fairs. The beauty of the SNO was that it provided future nurses 
with the chance to practice and test their nursing skills in real circumstances. This factor helped them as they prepared to 
pursue nursing as a career in the sense that they were able to put nursing fundamentals into practice, and they were able to serve and care 
for other people. 

by Cody Pol 

above: Oliv ia C urrie and Darian (ialdino prepare an examination pad; above right: Chrisuna Bell, Daley Roberts, and Mattie Rials participate in an activity on geriatrics; far 
right: LaTrisha Hardy and Jenna An/alone revievJa patient’s file; right: Dianne Wilkinson, SNO Advisor; Rose Conerly, SNO Advisor; Shuana Zeigler, Social Committee; 
Adam Boyd, Social Committee; Jennifer Boyd, President; Nicklaus Brisco, Vice-President; Jack Trim, Social Committee; Paytience Davis-Hinton, Secretary; and Lisa Alford, 
SNO Adv isor; not pictured is Veronica Chamber, Social Committee 
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hi Beta Lambda, a business-oriented organization, taught students the 

h importance of professionalism in the workplace and developed skills within its 
members to ensure their outstanding careers in the future. The students learned 
the importance of networking in order to create connections and make contacts. 
This national organization helped many students realize their fullest potential as 
successful individuals. 

Providing professional development and leadership direction, Phi Beta Lambda helped 
students accomplish a wide variety of goals. Phi Beta Lambda held a Thanksgiving food drive 
to benefit families throughout the community who were in need. The food drive was a huge 
success, and the organization provided holiday meals for many families. 

by Brooke Smith 
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collegiate deca 

service builds character 



above; Anna Brown packs shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child; above right: Brittney Bullock 
cln d Cedric Damond cut paper for their monthly meeting; bottom right: Casey Cook transports cases of 
Vv ater for a fundraiser. 


Collegiate 
leadership, and 


by Brooke Smith 
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tri beta 

betas show science fun 



top left: J.C. Gardner, treasurer; 
Mohammad Mohammad, historian; 
Simarjit Kaur, vice-president; Cody 
Pol, secretary; MeOshia Williams, 
president; above: Brandon Bergeron 
and Cody Pol explain the process 
of sublimation; left: Robin Kuntz, 
advisor; Simarjit Kaur, Kayla 
Baldwin.Tyler Dunn. Emily Ashley, 
Brianna Bruhl, Cody Pol, Mattie 
Pigott, Myandra Brown. Seth 
Nieman, Jay Ian Parker, Aurora Diaz, 
Jenna Van Dan. MeOshia Williams, 
Alana Gabler, advisor; opposite 
page: Ashley Parun and J.C. Gardner 
identify structures of the eye. 
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B eta Beta Beta Biological Honor Society, more commonly known as Tri-Beta, spread the importance of 

biological awareness. Through community outreach projects and campus initiatives, Tri-Beta met that goal 
of encouraging everyone to consider the impact he or she made on the environment. The undergraduate 
organization was entirely dedicated to improving the understanding and appreciation of biological studies 
and extending boundaries of human knowledge through scientific research. 

At Science Fun Day held at Otken Elementary, members stressed the importance of science to the students. 
Presenting projects on anatomy and physiology, physics, and chemistry reinforced valuable lessons the third graders had 
previously learned in class. The looks of amazement on their eyes as the carbon dioxide-filled bubble erupted motivated 
Tri-Beta members to put forth their best effort in fascinating the students. Learning about the internal structures of the eye 
greatly enlightened the students on the complexity of sight. An experiment based upon Dr. Seuss s oobleck, a mixture ol 
cornstarch and water, demonstrated physical states of matter. When pressed with a heavy force, the oobleck remained in a 
solid state; when the oobleck was free of pressure, the substance existed as a liquid. Throughout the day, Tri-Beta members 
and elementary students alike learned more about each other and the science behind all living creatuies. 
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phi theta kappa 

kappans stop at nothing 


O micron Delta, Southwest Mississippi Community College’s chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, was an insuppressible force on 

campus. Working to emphasize the importance of soft skills and social awareness, PTK made a difference on the college and 
surrounding community. Beginning with a summer filled with leadership training at various conferences, the Omicron Delta 
officer team began their job before the semester even started. An important part of becoming a five-star chapter was to complete 
the Honors in Action project, which was a research project that incorporated research and community involvement into the central 
theme of Global Perspectives. The supreme effort put into completing both the Honors in Action and College projects ultimately 
earned the chapter a five-star status in addition to awards at the Phi Theta Kappa international conference held in Washington. D.C. 

Attending leadership training conventions was an important part of becoming an officer in Phi Theta Kappa. Officers began their summer 
with a trip to the Phi Theta Kappa international headquarters located in Jackson. At headquarters, members received training in their specific area of 
service, and they learned how to become better leaders in their community. The next event of the year was the Regional Honors Institute in Natchez. 
There, students bonded with other PTK members from Mississippi and Louisiana, and the Honors in Action theme was elaborated upon. The final 
destination of the summer was the APEX Leadership Summit, hosted by the University of Mississippi. At APEX, the officers learned more about 
effective leadership and how to communicate and work as a team. They also became friends with other leaders from around the state, which allowed 
them to network and form new relationships with students they would have never met otherwise. In addition, those new bonds carried on throughout 
the year as the officers attended regional conferences and national competitions. 

The latter portion of the year was an eventful time for PTK officers. Spending a weekend at Mississippi College, the team strengthened their 
bond with fellow region members, all while furthering their leadership experience. The weekend was filled with fellowship and time spent becoming 
better citizens. The next task at hand was the College Project, which was centered on soft skills education. Members of the officer team gave 
presentations to various classes on campus to spread the importance of soft skills to a successful career. The project reached close to three-quarters ot 
the student body, and it produced lasting results. Advisors were Dr. Jennifer McLaughlin, Susan Hedges, Dr. James Stephens, and Natalie McMahon- 
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by Cody Pol 














left: Brittany McGuire, Garrett 
Szopinski, Mohammad Mohammad, 
and MeOshia Williams prepare 
handouts for PTK Awareness Week; 
below left: Kristie Sanchez, Hunter 
Rousseau, Nicole Stokes, Jenna Van 
Dan, Mary Vogle, Rebecca Williams, 
Samuel Womack, Kohl Rester; second 
row: Brittany McGuire, Kelly Arnold, 
Aaron Boyd, Olivia Griffin, Linda 
Hodges, Taylor Jones, MeOshia 
Williams, Mallory Allen, Jessi Barnes, 
Neil Chadala, Eddie Coney, Hannah 
Craft, Sean Dormody, Jordan Dunaway; 
third row: Daley Roberts, Madison 
Martin, Kaley Duncan, Amber Rushing, 
Laura McKey, Shelby Graham, Kayla 
Sanchez, Mohammad Mohammad, 
Shakeya Nobles, Jesse Pittman, Simarjit 
Kaur, Shelby Johnson, Cheyenne Long; 
top far left: Cody Pol gives a speech 
about the Honors in Action project; 
above: Dr. Jennifer McLaughlin, 
advisor; Madison Martin, Neil Chadala, 
Cody Pol, and Mohammad Mohammad 
set up the homecoming display. 
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writers persevere endlessly 


P ine Burr, Southwest’s very own monthly student publication, was always on the pursuit of 

the latest campus news. Whether taking pictures at student events or interviewing alumni for 
biographical pieces, the Pine Burr staff never sat idle. The Pine Burr was an important part of 
Southwest students’ lives; whenever someone had the desire to learn about current events on 
campus, the first place they turned to was the newspaper. 

Working full-force to meet deadlines, the Pine Burr staff of the editor, co-editors, and staff 
writers was nothing other than insuppressible in every task they set forth to complete. Working late into 
the afternoon to ensure that articles were proofed and the pages were laid out just so, members persevered 
relentlessly to publish the best newspaper possible. After hours, staff photographers toiled endlessly in 
pursuit of the perfect shot at sporting events and student activities. The collective work of all members of 
the Pine Burr staff resulted in a collection of priceless documents. Staff members Seth Nieman and Garrett 
Graves won awards at the O.C. McDavid Journalism Conference in Jackson, Mississippi. Seth Nieman 
won first place in the Sports Feature Division, and Garrett Graves won first place in the Spot News Photo 
Divison, second place in the Sports Photo Division, and third place in the General News Photo Divison. The 
Pine Burr staff won second place in Best Front Page Division. 


by Cody Pol 












left: Jordan Boyd, Emily 
Phillips, Kimi Jeanson, 
Stephanie Rimes, Lakin Brown. 
Chelsey Bowers, Brooke Smith. 
Cody Gisclair; second row: 
Joyce Mabry, advisor; Cody 
Pol, Jonathan Scott; third row: 
Jake Adams, Spencer Bonds, 
Caleb Byrd, and Christian 
Spencer; far left: Kimi Jeanson 
sketches for the newspaper; 
above: Spencer Bonds, Brooke 
Smith, Kimi Jeanson, Jonathan 
Scott, Cody Pol, and Cody 
Gisclair read the first edition of 
the Pine Burr :; top right: Jordan 
Boyd files pictures. 
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above: Dr. Bill Ashley, Vice-President of Student Affairs/Athletic Director; 
Haley Simmons, President; Kendyl Adam, Vice-President; MeOshia Williams, 
Secretary; Cody Pol, Treasurer; Ashley Gray, sponsor 




Sophomore Class Officers 


above: Dr. Bill Ashley, Vice-President of Student Affairs/Athletic Director; Jenna 
Van Dan, President; Dallas Smith, Vice-President; Rebecca Davis, Secretary; 
Trenton Johnson, Treasurer; Ashley Gray, sponsor 


Freshman Class Officers 
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student government association 

members motivate peers 

S tudent Government Association was a driving force in the success of student activities and campus life. Meeting every 

Monday at noon, the officers and class representatives of SGA were unfalteringly dedicated to making Southwest the best it could 
be. Hosting events such as the Welcome-Back Waterslide Party, the Bonfire Pep Rally, and the Veterans’ Day Assembly, the SGA 
was irreplaceable. 

Sponsor and Director of Student Activities and Housing Ashley Gray motivated student government members to meet as many 
students as possible to get their opinion on what could be made better at Southwest. Noticing that there was an increase in the number 
of bicycles on campus, the SGA sponsored the installation of bike racks around campus to ensure that students’ property was safe and secure. The 
election of a cabinet broadened the SGA’s reach. Positions such as public relations and fundraising allowed the organization to be in more places 
at once. At every campus event, SGA members in their official nametags and uniforms were ready to help when a problem arose. Stopping at 
nothing when representing the student body, the Southwest Student Government Association was wholly dedicated to the betterment of the campus 
and community, and the marks made by the organization would never be forgotten. 

by Cody Pol 



above: Karsyn White, Sydney Stutzman, and Jenna Van Dan jog at 
homecoming; left: Haley Simmons speaks at the Veterans' Day assembly: 
opposite page bottom: Brooke Wells and Hannah Bourgeois model their 
costumes at the Halloween party; opposite page top: McOshia Williams 
demonstrates proper nutrition practices. 






wm 


BUCK HD YlllOW 

o + 


■II 

1BII 

■MR 


UP ttH$ BOOK'S 10IK WITH THIS T18R4HT 
Of PHOCBS MU mm fROW UTIOR’ 


BUCK 


!* 


O + 


SPE 


whispering pines 

crop to create memories 

W hispering Pines staff, instructed by Joyce Mabry, worked diligently all year long to perfectly capture every important 

event and freeze moments in time at which students may look back and remember their favorite times at Southwest Mississippi 
Community College. 

The yearbook staff spent countless hours cropping pictures, proofing student names, and choosing the most fitting 
photographs for each spread. Members learned to use Adobe InDesign CS6 and Adobe Photoshop Elements, all while racing 
against time to meet ever-approaching deadlines. Southwest’s passion for excellence in both athletics and academics inspired 
the Whispering Pines staff to design the yearbook with the word “unstoppable” in mind. Campus functions were assigned to a member each week 
in order to keep up-to-date on all things Southwest. Mrs. Mabry and the yearbook staff made it a priority and goal to cover every event possible in 
order to publish a yearbook that best represented the accomplishments and fun times had at Southwest. After all their hard work, the staff ultimately 
hoped to create a book even better than the prior year’s, which won First Place Overall in the Mississippi Community College and Junior College 
Press Association (MCJCPA) yearbook competition. The publication won first place in the categories of Cover, Structure, Typography, Copy, and 
Design, and the staff continued to adamantly pursue excellence every day so that Southwest could continue to boast award-winning yearbooks. 

by Brooke Smith 
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top: Cody Pol, co-editor, and Brooke Smith, editor, crop photos 
for the Bear Day spread; above: Stephanie Rimes, Michael 
Wilson, and Dakota Stailey edit copy for the first deadline. 


e: Cody Pol, co-editor; Dakota Stailey, Brooke Smith, editor; second row: Kimi Jeanson, co-editor; Stephanie 
es ' Jonathan Scott, Devin Chadwick, and Michael Wilson 
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ft Participating in FEA 
projects strengthened my 


above: Megan Vanover signs her name as a new member; top: Kristen Parnell, LaTyra 
Ashley, Tiffany Buckles, Desiree Boyd, Jacob Landry, Brooke Smith, Tyra Lily, and 
Adriannah Nettles prepare gifts to pass out for Teacher Appreciation Week; right: 
Tiffany Buckles, Vice-President; Jacob Landry, President; Megan Vanover, Secretary; 
and Gwen May, advisor, welcome new members. 


desire to become 
an educator. 

- Jacob Landry 
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future educators of america 

members prepare for careers 

F uture Educators of America (FE A) was an organization that had the purpose of providing aspiring educators a networking 

opportunity and a learning experience. Members of the organization gained a realistic understanding of the nature of education 
and the role of the teacher. FEA also taught students the skills required to coordinate information about teaching as a profession, 
employment opportunities, financial assistance options, and educational issues. Advisor Gwen May hosted meetings three times 
a semester on the first Monday of each month; members were served a light lunch and discussed upcoming events. 

FEA members were active around campus and the community. Members became acclimated to the climate of teaching by 
Providing tutoring sessions to elementary students from local schools. FEA prided itself on its commitment to superior ethics and quality 
future educators. The organization worked tirelessly to promote the honorable profession of teaching, and it continued to fulfill the need for 
quality teachers. 

by Cody Pol 
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right: Adam Boyd hits a 
high note on the baritone; far 
right: Maleigha Taylor plays 
the xylophone; above: Kelly 
Campbell and Neshun Holmes 
smile as they parade 
onto the field. 
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march to the beat 

band unleashes the sound 


M ai thing band was an unbeatable force over the past year. Practicing early in the morning and often late in the 

afternoon, the work every member put forth was evident in the quality of the halftime performances. Under the field 
direction of Haley Hargett, the Southwest band put on a great show comprised of selections from the Top 100 Hits 
of the past five years. 

Beginning in the blisteringly hot summer weather, the Southwest band began their work before classes 
f commenced. The time the musicians spent together before classes started strengthened their bond as a group and 

ostered the cohesiveness and teamwork that is necessary in a band setting. As drill was laid down and music was rehearsed, head band 
anector Glay Whittington pushed his band to create the best show possible. On Thursday nights, audiences agreed that all of the hard work 
paid oft, as the halftime show was a supreme example of the results of rigorous standards. 


by Cody Pol 











steel drums 
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Laken Brock, Jack StjojflHpylar Ra^yLexv Ward, Malcigha Taylor; second row: 
Tdaison, Wyatt l ortenberry, Jacob Landry. Janice Spicuzza, Malik Brown, Jonathon 
ird row: Robert Scotfl^mPH^9| 


redline 



'xcia Carr, Loryn Hollis, Hannah Bourgeois. Raney Hew ill. Jada Brow n, second 
‘i God bo Id, Brianna King, Jessi Barnes, Haley Moore, Courtni Godbold, Clare 
d row : Whitni Godbold, Shinah Moore. Brooke Wells. Shakeya Nobles, and 


color guard 



„ agee. Senna Robertson, Leanna Moak, Alyssa Brister, Bradi Conn; 
e Chatman, Kayla McKenzie, Sam Stauffer, Destyn Mann; third row: 
Firth, Makayla Craft, Jaime Lowe 


a S e: Jessi Barnes and Shakeya Nobles leap in unison to the music. 


k 


steel drum 
band, redline 
and 

color guard 

steel pan band rocks 

W ith performances that put a smile on 

everyone’s face, the steel pan band put out 
indomitable, upbeat music. The instruments’ 
unique tones and timbres were a refreshing 
change from the normal orchestra. Under the 
direction of Clay Whittington, the steel pans 
offered supreme entertainment at every event they attended. 

Redline and color guard were also an important part of the 
entertainment Southwest offered. Performing finely-choreographed 
routines, both groups radiated uncontainable energy. Rehearsing 
tirelessly and working through the mishaps, the Redline and color guard 
showed sheer determination; their shows were proof of all the hard work 
they put into their performances. Both organizations entertained crowds 
at football and basketball games, and the audiences left the events with 
fond memories of each routine. 

by Cody Pol 

The exhilaration of 
dancing on the field 
at half-time has no 
comparison. 99 

-Brooke Wells 
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Christmas in vegas 

"santa is coming to town” 


L as Vegas was the inspiration for the highly-anticipated annual Christmas stage 

band show. The show had been a must-see since its debut. It authentically displayed 
the enchanting atmosphere of Christmas. With bright lights flashing and invigorating 
music reverberating throughout the auditorium, guests could not help but become 
enamored with the energetic atmosphere. 

Emma Walls opened the show with “Man with the Bag.” Evan Busbin and Loryn 
Hollis sang an elegant rendition of Michael Buble’s “White Christmas.” Captivating the audience, 
the Redline danced to “Jingle Bell Rock.” The ladies’ sparkling outfits captured the stage lighting 
and cast it back out into the audience. The classic song, “O Christmas Tree,” was performed by the 
exceptional Southwest choir. Tate Allen and Erika Alford serenaded the crowd with “Strange Way to 
Save the World.” Sami Simmons, Brooke Wells, Loryn Hollis, and Erika Alford stunned the audience 
with “Jesu Joy.” Brooke Wells and Loryn Hollis lead the song, “4 Karats,” while the vocalists sang 
and danced in the chorus. The show was filled with excitement and passion; each student, from the 
band to the lead singers, put on an exceptional production. 

The stage band performed “Winter Wonderland,” “Marshmallow World,” and “Santa Claus 
is Coming to Town,” Christmas classics that audiences know and love. The Steel Drum band hit 
the right chord with “Greensleeves” and “Silent Night.” Anna-Catherine Trantham wowed with 
her version of “Cool Yule.” In the end, everyone came together in harmony with “Jesus, What a 
Wonderful Child.” The show, as many years before, continued to draw people from across the state. 
Its reputation resonated throughout Pike county and the surrounding counties. Through hard work and 
perseverance. Southwest’s Stage Band show retained its supreme quality and paved the way for future 
productions. 

Faculty and staff working in the Fine Arts department were instrumental in the planning and 
execution of the momentous event. Clay Whittington, Director of Bands; Joe Elliott, Choir Director; 
Nathan Wells, Media Systems Director; and many others contributed to the Christmas stage band 
production. If it was not for their diligent efforts, members of the community would have had to miss 
out on a beloved tradition. 


right: Maleigha Taylor plays 
a Christmas tune on steel 
drums; far right: Tate Allen 
serenades the audience with 
"Strange Way to Save the 
World;" opposite page: Evan 
Busbin and Sami Simmons 
dance together on stage. 
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Athletic Department members worked hard to remain 

unstoppable in all aspects of their respective sports. On each field 
and every court, the athletes demonstrated unmatched teamwork 
and determination. They followed through, repeating success after 
success in times of victory, and they persevered with willpower 
to overcome times of difficulty. Fans and players alike shared 
i the common desire for triumphant achievement in the athletic 

^ arena, and the Bears set out to accomplish just that. 

Coaches expressed pride in the teamwork and ability 
of their players, and they worked daily with the athletes 
to ensure that they maintained the same level of skill 
... throughout their seasons. Each team made sure 

wk to live up to the expectations of the fans and be 

A a name well-spoken of in the MACJC South 

Division. No matter the situation, the Bears 
took it upon themselves to show aggressive 
energy, tactical power, and most of all, a 
strong passion for the game. 

by Jonathan Scott 


left: Kristie Sanchez high fives her 
teammates after a victory. 
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S outhwest Bears football team finished season with a positive attitude. The Bears opened up the 

season at Coahoma Community College with a 24-6 victory and a solid defensive performance only 
allowing 246 yards of offense against the Tigers. Southwest defeated the Pearl River Community 
College Wildcats 31-21 on the road for the second straight year and earned their final win of the season. 
A j7-yard field goal by Casey Griffith sealed the deal for the Bears, putting them up by ten points late 
in the game. 

Freshman quarterback Neil Mclaurin finished the season, completing 85 of 161 passes for 964 yards, with 
eight touchdowns through the air and seven interceptions. Mclaurin was also second on the team with 440 rushing 
yards with six touchdowns. Sophomore quarterback Casey Haygood completed 44 out of 84 of his passes for 452 yards 
with two passing touchdowns and four interceptions. Freshman running back Nakia Trotter, Jr. led the Bears in rushing 
with 670 yards on 126 carries with two touchdowns. Sophomore tight end Ravian Pierce finished the year with fifty 
receptions tor 426 yards and two touchdowns. Sophomore wide receiver Trey Fleming was second on the team with 23 
receptions for 246 yards and one touchdown. Sophomore defensive back Michael Ware led the defense with 82 total 
tackles, followed by sophomore defensive lineman Duke Dantzler with 72 total tackles. Freshman defensive lineman 
John Hines and freshman linebacker Kenan Johnson both had 56 total tackles. John Hines and Kennan Johnson led the 
team in sacks with three. Freshman defensive back Kendell Anderson led the team with two interceptions. Freshman 
kicker Casey Griffith was “two of two” in field goals with a long of 37 while “three of six” for extra points, while 
freshman punter was “one for one” with a 34-yard field goal and “ten of eleven” for extra points. 

by Christian Spencer 


























left: Nakia Trotter remains unstoppable as 
he charges toward the goal line; top right: 
Ravian Pierce leaps over an opponent for 
yardage; middle right: Lavorciay Gaddis 
catches a pass; above: Trey Fleming fights 
for the first down. 
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dauntless determination 







top left: Mikel Anderson rushes for the goal line; top right: Trey Fleming plows through 
the defense; opposite page: Jake Spears fights his way to the first down; above: Kcndell 
Anderson taekles his opponent. 
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storm the courts 

bears fight in playoffs 

S triving for excellence, the Bears stormed onto the court, shooting for success. Under the direction of 

head coach Thomas Gray, the team began their season with a 66-51 victory over Delgado Community College. 
The win was the start of many for the Bears as they held a strong winning streak, which included a 100-53 
win against Spring Hill. Gray hoped for the fans to see “a group that plays hard and plays together,” and he 
was not disappointed. He also foresaw a more competitive MACJC South Division, but his team rose to the 
challenge to demonstrate athletic brilliance. The Bears collectively made great strides in the division, such as 
sophomore Rodrick Sikes receiving two MACJC player of the week awards. 

Five freshmen, Jeremy Harrell, Antonio Cowart, Jr.; Howard Smith, Zachary Barnes, and Parker Prater, joined the 
team as they conquered the competition to stand out in the division. Coach Gray gave several remarks throughout the season, 
praising his players for their skill and admiring their talent on both sides of the court. Head Coach Thomas Gray said, "We 
put together a great defensive game plan, and our guys had a great deal of energy and determination going into the games." 

by Jonathan Scott 




East Central 
92-76 

Delgado 
66-51 

MS Delta 
77-55 

Baton Rouge 
92-62 

South-Shreveport 
75-68 

Hinds 
74-66 


Spring Hill 
100-53 

Meridian 

84-74 

MS Gulf Coast 
89-71 

Pearl River 
86-64 



above: Jacob Smith, Joseph Coleman, Antonio Cowart, Jr., Rodrick Sikes, Guy Johnson, Mario Doyle, 
Zachary Barnes, Bryce Baker, Parker Prater, Matthew Weaver; second row: Donnie Thibodeaux, 
Assistant Coach Andy Farrell. Howard Smith. Jeremy Harrell, James Hawthorne, Mike Parks, Jr., 
Sean Smith. Emanuel Thompson, Assistant Coach James Johns, Head Coach Thomas Gray 
top left: Mario Doyle drives to the basket; top right: Guy Johnson dribbles the ball up court; opposite 
page: Bryce Baker protects the basketball. 
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slam the goals 

lady bears drive to win 


opposite page: Peyton Papenburg drives to the goal; top right: Alissa Adam shoots for three points. 

ft $ 4 

v. v We don't think about what team is 
better or what players have the best 
skill; what we do is go onto the court 

every time and give 100 percent. 99 

-Alissa Adam 


S outhwest Women’s Basketball team, coached by Brent Harris, had an 

exciting season that started with a strong winning streak. In their season, 
they went up against and overcame teams such as Baton Rouge Community 
College, Mississippi Delta Community College, Hinds Community College, 
and Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College. The Lady Bears displayed 
unwavering strength at home, making sure to win every home game of the season. 
Six new freshmen, Peyton Papenburg, Danyelle Lewis, Keturah Bingham, Rachel Thompson, 
Tachiana Ledet, and Kala Gaston, joined the seven returning sophomores on the court. 

“From top to bottom, it’s competitive,” head coach Brent Harris said about his team, 
adding that an average of two players from each team in the league played in an NCAA Division 
program. The team lived up to this standard by taking victory any way possible — whether it 
was determined by only a few points’ difference or by a court-shaking blowout. Because of 
their relentless determination, the Lady Bears held a record of 16-3 and possessed third place 
in the South Division at 7-3. It was clear to see that the Lady Bears had a team built with strong 
players ready to rise to the challenge of the game. 

by Jonathan Scott 


above: Kala Gaston, Danyelle Lewis, Chelsea James, Peyton Papenburg, Ariel McDaniel, Aliss 
Adam, Shalisa Hawthorne, Rachel Thompson; second row: Head Coach Brent Harris, Kristen Jone 
John Rutland, Tachiana Ledet, Keturah Bingham, A’Keyia McDyess, Terica Barnes, Shelby Taylo 
Colby Lewis, Jazmine Moore, Brittney Bergeron, Assistant Coach Britta Stephens 


Baton Rojuge 
47-4( 


LSU-Eunice 

70-58 


MS De 
72-47 


East Centrat- 
74-71 


Meridian- 

79-70 

Hinds 


73-56 

MS Gulf Coast 


60-52 
Pearl River 
59-41- 


Delgado 

86-57— 


South Shre veport 
66-54 











p 










for the team 

power of spirit drives bears 


C heer team was a group of exceptional, talented individuals. Working with insuppressibtc dedication, 

Rebecca Amic, cheer team sponsor, and all members of the cheer team created routines that wer^Scte^^ 
none. At every sporting event, the cheer team was there to keep the energy flQwm^betw^^thJ 
spectators. Lively dance numbers and energizing chariis-ac® 

would not have been complete if it was not for the hard work and entertainmerrfo1Tere3" 

Preceded by a rigorous summer practice schedule, the Southwest dreedeaiters were 
season. Practicing into the afternoon hours, they rehearsed their stunts until no flaws could be detected, 
function at which the cheer team was present was guaranteed to be an entertaining affair. The chect^a^jKf^ily performed 
at campus events, they also performed for the community in local parades. Every men\b^r;of .the*^fltnwest cfreer squad took 
pride in his or her position on the team, and each one of them performed to the best of his or her ability. 

bv Codv Pol 




above: Erika Alford, Katajah Mahaffey, Lexi Brumfield, Kayla Ham, Emma Walls; second row; Monica Amic, Olivia 
Lofton, Destiny Brister, Alexandra Moore; third row: Hunter Nicholson, Dusty Brock, Key'varrius Lucas, Mario 
Lindsey, Will Fauver, Hunter McCullough, Grant Fereday, Nathan Mullen; opposite page: Destiny Brister leads the 
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I t was a record-setting year for the Southwest men’s soccer team. Finishing 13-6 and making it to the playoffs for 

the first time in school history, the invincible team made it all the way to the semi-finals of the MACJC state playoffs. 
The Bears broke seven program records (most wins-13; most goals scored-50; average goals per game-2.63; most shots 
on goal-182; most shots on goal, average-9.58; consecutive games won and consecutive games without a loss-5) and tied 
two others (shutouts-5; and most wins in the South Division-5). The Bears defeated the East Central Warriors with a final 
score of 5-1, which advanced them to the semi-finals of the playoffs. First-year head coach Zach Mills could not have 
been happier with how his team played, knowing how important that game would be. “I was very excited how they came together. 
They knew how important the game was, and they stepped up and made sure every second they were alive and ready,” said Mills. 

Freshman forward Jamie Delor and sophomore mid-fielder Francisco Alisiardi were both named to the NJCAA All- 
Region 23 team. Delor topped the NJCAA and MACJC with 31 goals and 69 points-both Southwest team season and career 
record. He had a team record of four hat tricks during the season, including back-to-back games with four goals and a streak of 
five games with at least one goal. Delor was a Buenos Aires, Argentina, native and was a two-time MACJC offensive player of 
the week and a NJCAA offensive player of the week. Alisiardi, also from Buenos Aires, was a mid-fielder who set the Southwest 
season and career records with fourteen assists in his only season with the team. His assists earned him second in the MACJC 
and tenth in the NJCAA. “It’s fitting they both received this award because they worked so well together,” said Mills. 

by Christian Spencer 



opposite page: Nick Gartman controls the ball. 


Hunter 
Phillip N 
Pimmur Pond 


arcus Jones, Cameron Alda, Maximiliano Gigli, Jaime Delor, Francisco 
m\d row: Derrick Houston, Sean Harvey, Jake Adams, Chris Shropshire, 
^nith, Daniel Little, Nick Gartman, Joey Barrick, Coach Zach Mills 
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push it to the limit 

lady bears fight 

S outhwest women’s soccer team finished 2-14-1 in the season with wins over Northwest Mississippi Community College 

and Copiah-Lincoln Community college. The Lady Bears defeated Northwest Mississippi with a score of 2-1 and Co-Lin 3-1. 

In the first win of the season against Northwest Mississippi, freshman mid-fielder Ailin Franzante and freshman mid-fielder 
Nohemy Giraldo scored the goals with both assists coming from sophomore defender Taylor Laurent. In the 3-1 win against 
Co-Lin, a combination of Nohemy Giraldo’s goals and Brooke Fritts’s late score off a penalty kick propelled the Lady Bears to 
a big 3-1 victory over the Wolf Pack. 

Nohemy Giraldo led the Bears with six goals in the season; Josselyn Hernandez and Taylor Laurent both had three goals, and Ailin 
Franzante, Kennedy Mount, Somer Land, and Brooke Fritts all had one goal. It was a great year for Southwest Lady Bears soccer, and the 
team’s rigorous practices and workouts were bound to make the next year even better. 

by Christian Spencer 





above: Taylor Laurent, Kennedy Mount. Somer Land, Destiny Gladden. Brinkley Gallant, 
Ailin Franzante, Morgan Pope. Laterika Borden. Lydia Byrd; seeond row: Kristen Parnell, 
Nohemy Giraldo, Josselyn Hernandez, Brooke Fritts, Jennifer Solis, Kendyl Adam. Courtney 
Lewis, Briana Miller. Morgan Moak, Janiya Watkins, Morgan Foster 


left: Courtney Lewis defends the ball; opposite page: Ailin Franzante strikes to defend 
the goal: top left: Morgan Pope kicks for possession: above: Janiya Watkins and Kennedy 
Mount double team their opponent. 
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starts at home 

bears work hard to win 


B ears baseball set out to achieve greatness on the field in their third year under head coach Ken Jackson. 

Assistant coaches for the 2017 season were Justin Hay, Chaz Frank, and J. D. Stockstill. The Bears returned to the 
field with the determination to succeed and make the playoffs. They began their exhilarating baseball season with an 
8-4 win against the Mineral Area College Cardinals at home. Despite winning by four points, the Bears were down by 
two before tying the game up in the sixth inning. “The guys played hard,” said Bears head coach Ken Jackson. “We’re 
so young; because of that, I was worried about how they would respond, but they responded very well and came out 
and played hard. Good things happened for us.” 

The baseball team once again proved itself unstoppable when they answered with a two-out solo homer over the leftfield 
fence in the bottom of the frame that knotted the game against the Delgado Dolphins. The game resulted in a 4-3 win over the 
Dolphins. Throughout the rest of the season, the team remained optimistic and motivated during each inning. 


by Asa Henderson, Cody Pol, and Jonathan Scott 




above: Kyle Coleman, Brantley Hughes, Blake Dunaway, Gerald Groue, Tyler Pigott, Taft 
Nesmith, Scooter Ginn, Quartez Brown, Alex Smith, Zach Thomas; second row: Mitchell Foreman, 
Isaiah Davis, T Tez Cole, Cody Ross, Bryson McRaney, Chance Groue, Fidel Bello, Josh Merchant, 
Andrew Beesley, Payton Yawn, Crishaun Speight; third row: Carr Young, Sy Odom, Cody Miller, 
Ray Hutchinson, Darian Tunstall, Aaron Jefferson, John Marcus McDowell, John David Maxwell, 
Austin Moen, Jarid Sturgeon 



left: Alex Smith tags the runner; opposite page: Isaiah Davis throw s the ball to first; top left: 
Kyle Coleman winds up for a pitch; above: Scooter Ginn hits the ball. 
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batting power 


players compete with intensity 


L ady Bears softball team returned to the field after a history-making 2016 season with the full intent of gaining even 

greater success. Head coach Shea Johnson was joined by nine freshmen and eleven returning sophomores. Beginning his 
second year as head coach, he looked forward to having a strong team with skilled players. "I'm hoping for an exciting 
season," Johnson said. 

The Lady Bears commenced the season with two back-to-back games against Holmes Community College and Marion 
Military. There was no doubt that the Lady Bears softball team had plenty of returning talent to rely on. In the season 
opener, Mikaela Smith had a double and single, while Morgan Webb also brought in a double. Kelcey Bremenkamp, Jenna Duff, and 
Gianca Holmes all had singles. Coach Shea Johnson and assistant Maggie Slaton were confident in the team’s ability to finish the season 
as champions. In the end, the Lady Bears proved victorious over their opponents. The sum of their rigorous daily practices and strenuous 
workouts was a reputation as an unbeatable force. Fans from all around the region looked upon the Lady Bears as an inspiration to all who 
desired to achieve something great. 

by Asa Henderson, Cody Pol, and Jonathan Scott 
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Students were the driving force behind institutional pride. 

When it came to school spirit, their passion was uncontainable. 
Students stepped up to be leaders in their community and amongst 
their peers. Administration, faculty, and stafY were a constant in 
students’ lives by not only teaching, but also mentoring them to 
prepare for what was next. Students lived for the opportunity 
to represent Southwest in a variety of academic and athletic 
platforms. 

Who’s Who nominees displayed exceptional 
determination and academic excellence by exceeding 



beyond expectations. Who’s Who Among Students at 
American Universities and Colleges, HEADWAE, 
and Hall of Fame were some of the most 
distinguished awards given at Southwest. 
Administration and Board of Trustees ensured 
the wellbeing of students, faculty and staff. 
All associates of the Southwest community 
worked together harmoniously and set the 
tone for an unbeatable year. 

by Kimi Jeanson 


left: Erika Alford, Loryn Hollis, Brooke 
Wells, Anna Catherine Trantham, Emma 
Walls, Sami Simmons, and Clare Clark 
perform a jazz tune. 
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Dr. Steve Bishop 

Bishop steers Southwest 

C arrying on his record of excellence in all facets of leadership, Dr. Steve Bishop 

continued as a driving force of projects on campus. The college once again proved 
itself unstoppable when BestColleges.com ranked the institution as the number 
one community college in the state. Factors such as academic outcomes and 
affordability influenced the ranking. In his sixth year as college president, Bishop 
commissioned multiple projects that were aimed to open the campus facilities 
for use among members of the community, and he also oversaw programs that greatly enhanced 
student life. 

A major highlight of the year was the construction of the new Alford-Conerly men’s 
dormitory. The modem $6.5 million complex was equipped with state-of-the-art technology and 
the utmost of comforts. Maintenance around campus was an ongoing effort, with the goal being to 
maintain the many beautiful buildings and landscapes. Through the campus beautification project, 
the campus’s exceptional beauty shone. E-books were a major change in the realm of instruction. 
Adopting the new technology allowed instructors and students to access the latest textbooks with 
the most up-to-date information; furthermore, the electronic books cut back on paper waste and 
saved students and the college copious funds. With Dr. Bishop’s support, Phi Theta Kappa attended 
regional, state, and international meetings, ranking in the top tiers at each. The Student Success 
Center continued to help students achieve academic success. 

Student activities were plentiful. Organizations achieved ample success throughout the 
year. The athletic teams, band, choir, student publications, and cheerleaders proved unstoppable. 
Growing support from the SMCC Foundation and Alumni Association created new opportunities, 
and the Bear Backer Club, the athletic fundraising branch of the SMCC Foundation, continued 
to flourish. Additional projects included the addition of a new football visitors’ press box and 
a protective structure for the institution’s maintenance fleet, which was built by students in the 
Carpentry program. Building upon campus safety was an item of particular interest; additional 
security cameras were installed around campus, and campus police gained a new patrol vehicle. In 
conjunction with the improved infrastructure, bike racks were installed around campus in order to 
accommodate the influx of bicyclists. 

Dr. Bishop was recognized for his multitudinous achievements on numerous occasions. 
Selected as a recipient of Phi Theta Kappa’s prestigious Shirley B. Gordon Award of Distinction, 
Bishop attended the annual Catalyst convention in Nashville, Tennessee, to accept the honor. The 
Shirley B. Gordon award recognized college presidents and chief executive officers who were 
nominated by their campus’s Phi Theta Kappa chapters, based upon their outstanding support 
of the international organization. With continued involvement in the community, Dr. Bishop 
continued to represent Southwest on many state and local boards, including the State Workforce 
Investment Board, appointed by Governor Phil Bryant. He continued to serve as a chairman of the 
state Community College Athletic Committee. Additionally, he remained active in the McComb 
Rotary Club. Dr. Bishop’s contributions to Southwest Mississippi Community College furthered 
the institution’s goals and graduated students who would go on to become contributing members 
of the community or continue their education at a university. 

by Cody Pol 




above: Southwest Mississippi Community College dedicates Alford-Conerly Hall on October 29, 2016; right: Dr. Steve 
Bishop and Reggie Jones, Board of Trustees President, unveil the commemorative plaque for Alford-Conerly Hall; opposite 
page: Dr. Steve Bishop poses with his family: Ruth, Arthur, Melanie, Eleanor, and Katherine. 









































; 




i- k 158;! 

BtL » 

j UMbi 

r M 

ciy 

i 


! 

*<b 



11 

1 1 t 

4 jjgi 
















m. 


Bobby Nelson, Vice-President ' Dr. Robert Vick, Secretary * 
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i Reggie Jones, President 
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oard of Trustees invested their time and 

■ energy to ensure the future of the college. 
Coining from several counties, including Pike, 
Amite, Walthall, and Wilkinson, each brought 
U a unique perspective. All ^seventeen men and 
women were devoted members of not only 
Southwest, but also the community. Pivotal leaders in law, 
business, industry, and education, the Board of Trustees kept 
Southwest above par in all areas. 

The trustees’ hard work was honored with the dedication of 
the new $6.5 million men’s dorawlhe modern residence hall 
was unveiled as the Alford-Conerly Hall, named after longtime 
college trustees Hollis Alford and Jerry Conerly. Alford and 
Cougfly each served approximately fifty years on the community 
college board. Both had been chairman and vice-chairman for 
many of their years in service. Their devotion to the college was 
evidenced in their never-ending desire to better Southwest. 

by Kimi Jeanson 


above: Dr. Robert Vick, Reggie Jones, Bobby Nelson: second row: Chris Hollis, T. \V 
Jimmie M. McKennis, Wade Carney, Debra Jackson, Jimmy Lowery', Kim Jackson, 
Lewis, James Brumfield, Dr. Jarrold Harrell, Bill Sharp, and Dr. Steve Bishop 


. Bearden, 
Dr. Henry 


























James Brumfield 

Pike County 


Dr. Jarrold 1 Iarrell 
Pike County 


Debra Jackson 
Pike County 


Jimmie M. McKennis 

Pike County 


Rebecca Robertson 

Amite County 


Bill Sharp 
Amite County 


Amite County 


Amite County 


fji J Scotty Whittington 


Kim Jai 

Wilkinson 
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County 


Treva Reid 

Wilkinson County 


T.W. Bearden 

Walthall County 


Amite County 


Wade Carney 

Walthall County 


Jimmy Lowery 

Walthall County 
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administrative council 

determined leaders succeed 



Matthew Calhoun 

Vice-President of Admissions 
and Records 














Jeremy Smith 

Vice-President of Career-Technical 
Education 


Dr. Bill Tucker 

Vice-President of Physical Resources 


44 Southwest provides an atmosphere 
and environment centered on the 
advancement of students along 
their chosen higher educational 
journey. The members of the 
faculty, staff and administration 
take great joy in seeing the many 
successes that occur both on 
our beautiful campus as well as 
in the lives of graduates in our 
communities and beyond. 

-Matthew Calhoun 
Vice-President of Admissions 

and Records 


I 


administrators 129 


















faculty 



Anne Abel 

Early Childhood 
Education Technology 
Cameron Achord 
Assistant Football Coach 
Lisa Alford 
Associate Degree Nursing 
Cathy Andrews 
Associate Degree Nursing 
Vicky Bales 
Cosmetology 


Kevin Bennett 

Diesel Equipment Technology 
Dr. Addie Boone 
Career and Technical 
Support Services Coordinator 
Kelbv Bowman 
Assistant Football Coach 
Tanya Boyd 
Associate Degree Nursing 
Shane Brister 
Welding and Cutting 
Technology 


Mel 


Leslee Brock 
Accounting and Business 
Dawn Brumfield 
English 
Brenda Burch 
Nurse Assistant 
Kimberly Burkett 
Early Childhood Educat ' 















































Alecia Hollis 

Associate Degree Nursing 

Jamie Jackson 

Mathematics 

Ken Jackson 

Head Baseball Coach, 

Lifeskills 

Doug Jefcoat 

Oil and Gas Production 

Technology 

Mack Shae Johnson 

Head Softball Coach 

Demourius Jones 

Assistant Football Coach 

Madonna Jones 

Cosmetology 

Robin Kuntz 

Biological Sciences 

Dan Lewman 

Geography, Physical Science 
Joyce Mabry 
English, Journalism, 

Director of Student 
Publications 


Amy Gazzo 

Director of Public Relations, 
English, Lifeskills 

Leigh Anne Gibson 

Business and Office 
Technology 

Merrielyn Ginn 

History, Social Sciences Chair 

Jesse Greer 

Simulation Lab Coordinator 
Stephanie Greer 

Associate Degree Nursing 


Carla Griffin 

Biological Sciences 

Sarapha Griffin 

Biological Sciences 

Brent Harris 

Women's Head Basketball 
Coach, Health 

Justin Hay 

Assistant Baseball Coach, 
Assistant Athletic Director 
Susan Hedges 
Sociology, Social Work 


Safety and 
Technology 

Alana Gabler 

Biological Sciences 

Elise Gatlin 

Psychology 
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Gregory Magee 

Commerical Truck Driving 
Beth Martin 
Psychology 
Deanna Martin 
Business and Marketing 
Management Technology 
Gwen May 
English, Orientation 
Karen May 
Biological Sciences 

Prudence McGehee 

Art, Humanities 

Joice McGowan 

Practical Nursing 

Jim McKinley 

Oil and Gas Production 
Technology 

Dr. Jennifer McLaughlin 

Speech 
Natalie McMahon 

Library Director, 
Library Science 

Brian Miller 

Information Systems 
Zachary Mills 
Men's Head Soccer Coach 
Beverly Moak 
Early Childhood 
Education Technology 
Erica Myers 
Associate Degree Nursing 
Barbara Olander 
Practical Nursing Director 


James O'Rourke 

English, Humanities 






















































Pat Young 

Director of Academic 
Counseling and Recruitment, 
Psychology 
Shellah Young 
Associate Degree Nursing 


Technology 

mberly Tynes 

usiness and Office 
Related Technology 

Brad Van Norman 


Speech, Director of 
Intramurals 


Clay Whittington 

Director of Bands 
Diane Wilkinson 
Associate Degree Nursing 
Jerry Wilkinson 
Oil and Gas Production 
Technology 
Brenda Wilson 
Practical Nursing 
Ron Wilson 
Mathematics 


Electrical Technology 

Bill Wallace 


Ashley Weathers 

Sociology, Political Science, 
Criminal Justice 



J 


Southwest is an outstanding institution where 
students have the opportunity to learn in a 
caring yet challenging environment. The 
faculty genuinely enjoy helping students 

reach success. 

- Amy Gazzo 
Director of Public Relations 
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professional staff 



Rebecca Amic 

Cheer Team Sponsor 

Amy Beard 

MI-BEST College Navigator 
Cindy Bennett 
Education Recovery Specialist 
Karinlee Brister 
Academic Recruiter and 
Counselor 
Surbrina Cameron 
Financial Aid Counselor 

Regina Carraway 

Custodial 
Paula Fite 
Accounts Payable Specialist 
Loran Gerald 
WTC Training Coordinator 
Ashley Gray 
Director of Student 
Activities and Housing 
Michael Gunnell 
Sports Information Director 

Debbie Hodges 

Career-Technical Secretary 
Milissa Johnson 
Secretary to the President 
Beverly Johnson 
Workforce Center Secretary/ 
Receptionist 
Amber Lirette 
Secretary to the Vice-President 
of Career-Technical 
Miranda McGehee 
Assistant Accounts Receivable 
Specialist 







































Southwest is less expensive than a four-year 
school, and the instructors are more readily 
available than the professors at a 
four-year school, so students are able to pay 
less for a more personalized experience. \ 

-James O'Rourke 
Chairman of Humanities and Arts 
Department, English Instructor 


Specialist 


Nathan Wells 
Media Systems Director 
Joni Wilkinson 
Financial Aid Director 
Carolyn Williams 
ABE/GED Director 
Will Word 

Assistant Athletic Trainer 


Trainer 

Laura Riddle 

Librarian 
James Rushing 
Academic Counselor 
Dr. Wendy Smith 
Workforce Development 
Center Director 
Gloria Van Norman 
Computer Laboratory 
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who's who among students at 
american universities and colleges 





* A& 


Matthew Black 




Alissa Adam Monica Amic 


Jessi Barnes Terica Barnes 


Rebecca Davis Sean Dormody Jenna Duff Brantley Dunaway Joseph Elliott Jordan Fitzgerald Cody Gisciair Britni Godbold 




Courtni Godbold Whitni Godbold James Hawthorne Shalisa Jeranesia Haynes McRaney Hewitt Brianna King Emily Landry 

Hawthorne 


Jacob Landry Madison Martin Ariel McDaniel Brittany McGuire Shakeya Nobles Robert Pickett Mattie Pigott Cody Pol 



Kayla Sanchez Kristie Sanchez Haley Simmons Jenna Van Dan Laklyn Waters MeOshia Williams 


not pictured: Bryce Baker, William Bergeron, Mario Doyle, Michael Haygood, Hunter Hughes, Guy Johnson, Jessica Mauer, Christy McKinion, Carlita Newton. 
Jessica Oliver, Ravian Pierce, Cynthia RufF, Rodrick Sikes, Sean Smith, Emanuel Thompson, Tamara Whitehead, Tyronica Williams, and Carr Young 


136 people 




















































































































headwae 

honorees lead peers 


james o'rourke and matthew black 


H igher Education Appreciation Day-Working for Academic Excellence (HEADWAE) was a program 

developed by the Legislature of Mississippi and sponsored by the Mississippi Association of Colleges. 
Each year, HEADWAE honored the intellectually talented students and faculty members of Mississippi’s 
higher education institutions for their marvelous contributions to promoting academic excellence. 
Southwest Mississippi Community College instructor James O’Rourke and sophomore Matthew Black 
were recognized at the Higher Education Appreciation Day-Working for Academic Excellence ceremony 
in Jackson, Mississippi. 

James O'Rourke, Chairperson of the Humanities and Fine Aits departments, received the Mississippi Humanities 
Council 2015 Humanities Teacher Award. He served as an English and literature instructor at Southwest for thirty years. 
O’Rourke graduated from the University of Southern Mississippi with a Bachelor of Arts in English degree in 1982 and a 
Master of Arts in English degree in 1990. 

Matthew Black, a Criminal Justice major, was an exceptional student who earned a GPA of 4.0. He was a graduate 
of Bogue Chitto high school and the son of Chris Black and Sandra Graham; his achievements while at Southwest included 
earning the award for excellence in criminal justice, being listed on the President’s List, and being inducted into Phi Theta 
Kappa. Black aimed to work in the criminal justice field upon graduation from college. 

by Cody Pol 
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hall of fame 

leaders garner recognition 

E lected to the 2017 Southwest Mississippi Community College Hall of Fame were Alissa Adam, Joseph (Joey) Elliott, Madison 

Martin, and Cody Pol. Alissa Adam of Kiln, Mississippi, was an English Education major who planned to transfer to Mississippi 
State University. Her hobbies included playing basketball, shopping, and crafting. An accomplished athlete, Adam served as the 
captain of the women’s basketball team both years at Southwest; she was ranked number five in the country in assists per game as 
a freshman and named a member of the MACJC second team as a freshman. In addition, she was an active member of the Baptist 
Student Union, PTK, and Bear Trackers and a nominee to Who’s Who Among Students at American Universities and Colleges. 
Joey Elliott of Bogue Chitto, Mississippi, majored in General Studies and hoped to transfer to the University of Southern Mississippi as 
an Accounting major. His activities and accomplishments while at Southwest included Bear Trackers, Baptist Student Union President, State BSU 
Board, Band, Mr. SMCC, the President’s List, and Who’s Who Among Students at American Universities and Colleges. Elliott also participated in 
the Seattle and New York mission trips. Madison Martin of Summit, Mississippi, was an Art major at Southwest who would transfer to Mississippi 
State University to continue her Art major with an emphasis in photography and minor in both floral management and business. Among her 
numerous accomplishments while attending Southwest, Martin was a decorated member of DECA. She was voted as Campus Favorite, Who’s 
Who Among Students at American Universities and Colleges, and she was a member of the Phi Theta Kappa officer team, serving as the Public 
Relations officer. Also the president of both Bear Trackers and DECA, Martin led by example on campus. 

Cody Pol, of Summit, Mississippi, was a biology/pre-med major who intended to transfer to the University of Mississippi. While at 
Southwest, he served as Phi Theta Kappa President, editor of the Pine Burr , co-editor of the Whispering Pines , Student Government Association 
Student Body Treasurer, and Tri-Beta Secretary. In addition, Pol was nominated as a member of the All-Mississippi Academic Team, Who’s Who 
Among Students at American Universities and Colleges, and was placed on the President’s List. 

by Cody Pol 

above: Madison Martin, Joey Elliott, Alissa Adam, and Cody Pol smile toward the camera; left: Madison Martin stands proudly; far left: Cody Pol speaks at the Veterans' Day 
assembly; top left: Alissa Adam poses; top right: Joey Elliott beams at the photographer. 
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parade of beauties 

monica amic poses with grace 



G uests gathered within the Hurst Auditorium to 

watch nineteen beautiful women compete for the 
title of SMCC’s “Most Beautiful.” The event began 
that evening with a rousing performance of Adele’s 
“Send My Love (To Your New Lover)” that featured 
Haley Simmons, 2015’s “Most Beautiful.” Cody 
Pol, Treasurer of the Student Government Association, welcomed 
everyone to the event and introduced Mrs. Ashley Gray, Director of 
Student Activities and Housing, as the evening’s host. Next, Mrs. 
Gray introduced the panel of judges that would be adjudicating the 
event. The judges who attended the event were Debbie Fant, Michael 
Marks, and Nelda Sistrunk. After the judges were introduced, the 
individual modeling began. Each contestant made her way onto the 
stage and modeled her evening gown for the judges to see. Of those 
nineteen contestants, ten women were chosen to enter the next round. 
As the judges deliberated on who to eliminate from the competition, 
Loryn Hollis, a stage band vocalist, performed “1 Dreamed a Dream” 
from Les Miserables. 

Once the final scores were tallied, the top ten contestants 
were asked to join Mrs. Gray on stage. The top ten contestants were 
Kennedy Mount, Melane Casey Williams, Brooke Elise Smith, Erika 
Alford, Monica Amic, Kimberly Anding, Jada Brown, Destiny Brister, 
Laura “Liza” Nettles, and Alexandra Moore. The top ten contestants 
were then asked to model their evening gowns once more before the 
judges. As soon as the contestants had returned backstage, Mrs. Gray, 
Dr. Bill Ashley, and SGA Secretary MeOshia Williams announced 
SMCC’s Who’s Who of 2015. Each member was awarded a certificate 
stating his or her presented title and was asked to exit the stage. At last, 
the top five contestants were announced. The overall top five were 
Erika Alford, Jada Brown, Alexandra Moore, Laura “Liza” Nettles, 
and Brooke Smith. As the winning representative of last year’s beauty 
pageant, Haley Simmons awarded each contestant with a bouquet of 
flowers, assisted by Dr. Steve Bishop. Last, but certainly not the least, 
the contestant selected as “Most Beautiful” was Monica Amic. The 
evening began as a night full of anticipation and suspense; however, 
as the event came to a close, the night turned out to be a joyous event 
in which all participants were praised for their gallant effort shown on 
the stage. Though only one contestant was chosen to come out on top, 
every contestant that stepped onstage was absolutely stunning. 

by Cody Pol 



left: The Most Beautiful and top five campus 
beauties, Liza Nettles, Erika Alford, Brooke 
Smith, Queen: Monica Amic, Alexandra 
Moore, Jada Brown, pose for a photo; 
opposite page: Parade of Beauties crowns 
Monica Amic as Most Beautiful; top left: 
Destiny Brister glides across the stage; top 
right: Kimberly Anding smiles at the judges; 
middle: Brooke Smith models her evening 
gown for the crowd. 
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most handsome and beaus 


Evan Busbin 


Will Fauver 


Blake Dunaway 
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Javian Jackson 


Jake Spears 
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freshman favorites 


Kelsi Goudeau 
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Andrew Garner 













































Guy Johnson 
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Ariel McDaniel 






Neil McLaurin 


Trell Thompson 










































students 


Alissa Adam 
Kiln, MS 
Kendyl Adam 
Bay St. Louis, MS 
Alisha Adams 
McComb, MS 
Courtney Adams 
Florence, MS 
Caleb Addison 
Summit, MS 


Hope Addison 

Smithdale, MS 

Cameron Alda 

Moss Point, MS 

Tyler Alexander 
Summit, MS 
Breanna Allen 

McComb, MS 

James Allen 

McComb, MS 


Monica Amic 
Brookhaven, MS 
Gerrod Anderson 
Canton, MS 
Kendell Anderson 
Montz, LA 
Kendrick Anderson 
Liberty, MS 
Sophelia Anderson 
Gloster, MS 


Tattiana Anderson 

Liberty, MS 

Kimberly Anding 

Wesson, MS 

Nicolaus Andrew 

Fernwood, MS 

Ataajah Andrews 

McComb, MS 

Capricia Andrews 

McComb, MS 


Dantavious Andrews 

McComb, MS 

Alyssa Ard 
Magnolia, MS 
Brandon Armstrong 
Silver Creek, MS 
Jacob Arnold 
Gloster, MS 
Latyra Ashley 
Magnolia, MS 


Mishayla Ashley 
Magnolia, MS 
Robert Ashley 
Crosby MS 
William Ashmore 
Meadville, MS 
Reagan Atterberry 
Brookhaven, MS 
Jean-Paul Aucoin 
Osyka, MS 
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students 



Zack Bacot 
Tylertown, MS 
Shaneckqia Badon 
Jayess, MS 
Laura Bailey 
Ruth, MS 
Emilee Bain 
Summit, MS 
Donald Baker 
McComb, MS 


Ronneisha Baker 

New Hebron, MS 

Jonah Bankston 

Summit, MS 

Alicia Barnes 

McComb, MS 

Jessi Barnes 

Osyka, MS 

Kiasha Barnes 

Magnolia, MS 


Terica Barnes 
Collins, MS 
Zachary Barnes 
Jackson, MS 
Barrianna Barney 
McComb, MS 
Tamera Bateaste 
Gloster, MS 
Ronnesha Bates 
Jayess, MS 


William Battle 

Jayess, MS 

Jerry Baughman 

Tylertown, MS 

Nicholas Bean 

McComb, MS 

Dontae Bearden 

Tylertown, MS 

Cheryl Beasley 

McComb, MS 


Gabrieli Beasley 
Jackson, MS 
Evan Bedwell 
Foxworth, MS 
Andrew Beesley 
Natchez, MS 
Terrion Bell 
Sandy Hook, MS 
Fidel Bello-Soberanis 
Canton, MS 


Bernard Belton 

McComb, MS 

Brittney Bergeron 

Tylertown, MS 

Erica Bernard 

Brookhaven, MS 

Colby Bickham 

Tylertown, MS 

Crystal Biggs 

Magnolia, MS 


students 149 


























































































students 



Keturah Bingham 

Monroe. LA 

Matthew Black 

Bogne Chitto, MS 

Branden Blackwell 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Taylor Blanchard 

Magnolia, MS 

Taylor Bland 

Woodville, MS 


Branson Blanton 

New London, TX 

Juawan Bolton 

Foxworth, MS 

Dequarius Bonds 

Summit, MS 

Detavius Bonds 

Summit, MS 

Tyler Boone 

McComb, MS 


James Boshart 

Tylertown, MS 

Hannah Bourgeois 

Tylertown, MS 

James Boutwell 

Monticello, MS 

Chelsey Bowers 
McComb, MS 
Andrew Boyd 

Tylertown, MS 


Bryce Boyd 

Summit. 






























































Jay Britt 

Brookhaven, MS 

Dustin Brock 

Summit, MS 

Benjamin Broom 

Columbia, MS 

Cameron Broom 

Foxworth, MS 

Anna Brown 

McCall Creek, MS 


Deontrei Brown 

Brookhaven, MS 

Jada Brown 

Summit, MS 

Jeremiah Brown 

McComb, MS 

Lakin Brown 

Tylertown, MS 

Malik Brown 

McComb, MS 


Mariah Brown 

Liberty, MS 

Robert Brown 

McComb, MS 

Shawnae Brown 
New Hebron, MS 
Christopher Brumfield 
Magnolia, MS 
Debra Brumfield 
Tylertown, MS 


Jaylan Brumfield 

McComb, MS 

Baylee Bryant 
Summit, MS 
Elshondric Buchanan 
Jackson, MS 
Lindsey Buckelew 
Summit, MS 
Tiffany Buckles 
Natchez, MS 


Aaron Buckley 
Kentwood, LA 
Calin Buckley 
Kentwood, LA 
Abbv Bui 
Bogue Chitto, MS 
Brittany Bullock 
Monticello, MS 
Devaris Bullock 
Bogue Chitto, MS 
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students 


Randon Bullock 

McComb, MS 

Lauren Burch 

Tylertown, MS 

Logan Burges 

Summit, MS 

Evan Busbin 

Tyler town, MS 

Gavin Busby 

Spring Lake, NC 


Jazzman Butler 

Tylertown, MS 

Jewprano Butler 

McComb, MS 

Markeria Butler 

Tylertown, MS 

Vanessa Butler 

Summit, MS 

Caleb Byrd 

Osyka, MS 


Lydia Byrd 

Moss Point, MS 

Kelly Campbell 

McComb, MS 

Shaniece Carmel 

Magnolia, MS 

Alexcia Carr 

McComb, MS 

Dustin Carr 

McComb, MS 


Kodie Carroll 

Smithdale, MS 

Synthia Carroll 

McComb, MS 

Courtney Carter 

McComb, MS 

Jacqueline Carter 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Kayla Cason 

Summit, MS 


Shaegypt Catchings 

Monticello, MS 

Julia Cates 

McComb, MS 

Teranesha Causey 
Gloster, MS 
Alison Cavin 
Centreville, MS 
Miah Cazanov 
McComb, MS 


Neil Chadala 
McComb, MS 
George Chadwick 
McComb, MS 
Mariea Chandler 
Summit, MS 
Jasmine Chatman 
Brookhaven, MS 
Elizabeth Chesney 
Magnolia, MS 





152 people 




























































































students 



Demikal Chesser 

Forest, MS 

Bessica Clark 
Woodville, MS 
Cegan Clark 
Bay Saint Louis, MS 
Ronniecia Clark 
Woodville, MS 
Tatum Clark 
Summit, MS 


Toby Clemmons 

Magnolia, MS 

Travaris Cole 
Monticello, MS 
Charles Coleman 
Magnolia, MS 
Israel Coleman 
McComb, MS 
Joseph Coleman 
Jackson, MS 


Lynn Coleman 

Magnolia, MS 

Tykeyla Coleman 
McComb, MS 
Veronica Coleman 
Tylertown, MS 
Brently Coley 
McComb, MS 
Victoria Coley 
McComb, MS 


Miracle Collins 
Summit, MS 
Tashoderick Collins 
Silver Creek, MS 
Chandler Conerly 
Tylertown, MS 
Derrick Conerly 
McComb, MS 
Devante Conerly 
Tylertown, MS 


Marques Conerly 

McComb, MS 

Ariel Coney 
McComb, MS 
Benjamin Coney 
McComb, MS 
Lacherish Coney 
Tylertown, MS 
Shirletha Coney 
McComb, MS 


Bradi Conn 

Jayess, MS 

Randall Connelly 

Osyka, MS 

Damion Conner 

Macon, MS 

Casey Cook 
Summit, MS 
Icyss Copeland 

Hazlehurst, MS 


students 153 













































































students 


George Corkern 

Sandy Hook, MS 

Baylie Cornfoot 

Wlaveland, MS 

Alicha Cowart 

McComb, MS 

Tamara Cowart 

Tylertown, MS 

Makayla Craft 

Sontag, MS 


Shelbi Crawford 

Osyka, MS 

Karli Cruise 

Smithdale, MS 

Stacy Culver 
Tylertown, MS 
Elizabeth Cutrer 
Tylertown, MS 
Sonny Daigle 
Meadville, MS 


Cedric Damond 

Jay ess, MS 

William Daniel 

Brookhaven, MS 

Skyler Daniels 

Jay ess, MS 

Destiny Dantzler 

Purvis, MS 

Aaron Davis 

Bogue Chitto, MS 


Bethany Davis 

McComb, MS 

Colton 



































































MS 

Dixon 

Tylertown, MS 

Kayley Dixon 
Tylertown, MS 
Valerie Dixon 
Magnolia, MS 
Adrianne Domine 
Sandy Hook, MS 


Sarah Dormody 
McComb, MS 
Sean Dormody 
McComb, MS 
Jenna Duff 
Columbia, LA 
Brantley Dunaway 
Summit, MS 
Victoria Dunaway 
McComb, MS 


Kaley Duncan 

Summit, MS 

Dustin Dunn 

McComb, MS 

Erica Dunn 

Kentwood, LA 

Boyd Dunnam 

Smithdale, MS 

James Dykes 

McComb, MS 


Brandi Easley 

Gloster, MS 

Austin Eike 

Hattiesburg, MS 

Joseph Elliott 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Sherry Ellzey 
McComb, MS 
Michael Escobar 

Biloxi, MS 


Samuel Estess 
Osyka . MS 
Madison Faunce 
Loranger, LA 
Ardelia Faust 
McComb, MS 
William Fauver 
Bogue Chitto, MS 
Ondrea Fegan 
Magnolia, MS 


students 155 





























































students 




Arthur Felder 

Magnolia, MS 

Jaycie Felder 
Pearl, MS 
Dontavious Felton 
Roxie, MS 
Grant Fereday 
Osy/ca, MS 
James Ferrell 
Brookhaven, MS 


Michael Fiorella 

Bogne Chitto, MS 

Jordan Fitzgerald 

McComb, MS 

Sanetra Forbes 

McComb, MS 

Hunter Ford 

Hattiesburg, MS 

Kodie Ford 

Woodville, MS 


Douglas Forrest 
Summit, MS 
Destyn Fortenberry 
Magnolia, MS 
Jase Fortenberry 
Magnolia, MS 
Maleah Fortenberry 
Jay ess, MS 
Morgan Fortenberry 
McComb, MS 


Steven Fortenberry 

Sandy Hook, MS 

Wyatt Fortenberry 

McComb, MS 

Elizabeth Foster 

Denham Springs, LA 

Anna Fraiser 

Magnolia, MS 

Leeroy Frantom 

Columbia, MS 


Ailin Franzante 

Neuquen, Argentina 

Jordan Frazier 

Kentwood, LA 

Vondarius Freeman 

Vi lie Platte, LA 

Brooke Fritts 

Gulfport, MS 

Christopher Fry 

Bogue Chitto, MS 


Lavorciay Gaddis 

Foxworth, MS 

Isaiah Gaines 

Woodville, MS 

J. C. Gardner 

Magnolia, MS 

Jaquail Gardner 

Magnolia, MS 

Andrew Garner 

Ridge land, MS 



— 


— 


156 people 














































































- jamie delor - 

wenty-one year-old Jamie Delor had quite the career as a forward for the men’s soccer team. As a freshman, 

he was named the #1 goal-scorer in the nation for JUCO soccer, boasting an impressive thirty-one goals over 
eighteen games over the season. In addition, he was named an All-American, and he also broke the school record 
for career goals in one season. Jamie was able to accomplish these feats while also maintaining a 3.9 GPA in the 
classroom. 

The most impressive aspect of Jamie’s career was that he was a native of Buenos Aires, Argentina, and two 
years prior, he was in his hometown merely playing soccer as a hobby, his favorite sport actually being rugby. Although not 
opposed to the idea, he had no clue that he would soon be taking up residence in the United States. 

“My family owns a cattle ranch outside of Buenos Aires,” Jamie said. “My plan was to work on the family land. When 1 
heard there were going to be soccer tryouts with American coaches [present], I thought, ‘Why not?’ Several American universities 
offered me scholarships, but Coach Zach [Mills] gave me the best reasons [of all the coaches], so I came here.” Jamie was sure 
that he made the right decision in accepting Coach Zach’s offer. “The culture is a lot different,” he said. “1 took English classes in 
school, but 1 never paid attention because I didn’t think 1 would need it. 1 was wrong.” 

Jamie, who graduated from Pilgrim’s College (high school) in Buenos Aires, knew hardly any English when he first 
decided to come to America. However, he met the cultural and linguistic challenges with poise and character, and succeeded in 
every way. While he continued to strive both academically and athletically, Jamie set his sights even higher, as he intended on 
continuing his education and soccer career at a four-year university, “hopefully in California.” 

by Asa Henderson 

I want to be the best, and I want to be the best for my team. 1 remember the paper 
Head Coach Zach Mills gave me the first day I arrived on campus that had just one 
word: score. I'm happy to do it and even happier 
to be rewarded. 





-Jamie Delor 


students 157 

















students 


Nohemy Giraldo 

El Carmemo de Viboral, 
Colombia 

Cody Gisclair 
Magnolia, MS 
Destiny Gladden 
Wesson, MS 
Britni Godbold 
Osyka, MS 
Courtni Godbold 
Osyka, MS 


Whitni Godbold 

Osyka, MS 

Tina Goldbaum 

Summit, MS 

Breyonna Goode 

McComb, MS 

Cyrus Goodwij^ 

Hazlehw 


Shakeysha Garner 
Jay ess, MS 
Nicholas Gartman 
Ocean Springs, MS 
Kala Gaston 
Camden, MS 
Desmiuna Gayden 
McComb, MS 
Erin Gerald 
Jay ess, MS 


Zachary Giacona 
Petal, MS 
Maximiliano Gigli 
Sante Fe, Argentina 
Bobby Ginn 
Tyler town, MS 
Michael Ginn 
Tylertown, MS 
Stanley Ginn 
McComb, MS 


_ 








































































students 



Ednisha Hardy 

Greenville, MS 

Haley Hargett 

Brookhaven, MS 

Jordan Harp 

Monticello, MS 

Caitlin Harrell 

Liberty, MS 

Averyon Harris 

Brandon, MS 


Kevinesha Harris 
Summit, MS 
Natasha Harris 
Magnolia, MS 
Reginald Harris 
Summit, MS 
William Harris 
Summit, MS 
Laflora Hart 
Jayess, MS 


Cody Harvey 
Tylertown, MS 
Caleb Haskell 
McComb, MS 
Justin Hathorne 
Bassfield, MS 
James Hawthorne 
Prentiss, MS 
Shalisa Hawthorne 
Gulfport, MS 


Lakeria Hayes 
Summit, MS 
Jeranesia Haynes 
Hazlehurst, MS 
Kristin Henderson 
Liberty, MS 
McRaney Hewitt 
Summit, MS 
Jalen Hicks 
Hazlehurst, MS 


i 


students 159 









































































students 


William Hightower 

Jayess, MS 

Kevin Hill 

Tylertown, MS 

Raley Hill 

Liberty, MS 

John Hines 

Montgomery, AL 

Korey Hobgood 

Tylertown, MS 


Tyindonesia Holden 

Magnolia, MS 

Joni Hollingsworth 

Summit, MS 

Loryn Hollis 

Liberty, MS 

Erika Holloway 

McComb, MS 

Angel Holmes 

McComb, MS 


Gianca Holmes 
Tylertown, MS 
Neshun Holmes 
McComb, MS 
Sierra Holmes 
Tylertown, MS 
Kendral Horton 
Liberty, MS 
Derrick Houston 
Poplarville, MS 


Quantavia Howard 

McComb, MS 

Jeney Hudson 

Pass Christian, MS 

Rachel Hughes 

McComb, MS 

Tkeyah Husband 

Jayess, MS 

Destiny Hutson 

Magnolia, MS 


Brooke Irland 

Summit, MS 

Diamond Isaac 

McComb, MS 

Jason Isaac 
McComb, MS 
Christopher Jackson 
Liberty, MS 
Dalvion Jackson 
Natchez, MS 


Dvante Jackson 

McComb, MS 

Ethan Jackson 

Brookhaven, MS 

Javian Jackson 

Tylertown, MS 

Johanese Jackson 

Mendenhall, MS 

Montrell Jackson 

Summit, MS 



160 people 












































































students 



Bradley James 

Wesson, MS 

Chelsea James 
Loranger, LA 
Lonnie James 
Magnolia, MS 
Shatondra James 
McComb, MS 
Kimi Jeanson 
McComb, MS 


Aaron Jefferson 
Tylertown, MS 
Kade Jenkins 
McComb, MS 
Shaquanta Jenkins 
Tylertown, MS 
Shane Jenkins-Barnes 
Ellisville, MS 
Chandler Johnson 
Magnolia, MS 


Keldrinia Johnson 

McComb, MS 

Kenan Johnson 

Natchez, MS 

Marilyn Johnson 

Tylertown, MS 

Mariana Johnson 

Magnolia, MS 

Rodrieka Johnson 

Magnolia, MS 


Shelby Johnson 

Monticello, MS 

Victoria Johnson 

Gloster, MS 

Justin Johnston 

Summit, MS 

Christopher Jones 

Hazlehurst, MS 

Desirre Jones 

McComb, MS 


Jasmine Jones 

Magnolia, MS 

Madison Jones 

Brookhaven, MS 

Tobias Jones 
Laurel, MS 
Tvkevia Jones 
Summit, MS 
Anfernee Jordan 
Hazlehurst, MS 


Damion Jordan 

McComb, MS 

Simarjit Kaur 

McComb, MS 

Marcus Kees 
Monticello, MS 
Corey Kelton 
Gloster, MS 
Emily Kemp 
Summit, MS 


students 161 




















































































students 


Whitney Kemp 

McComb, MS 

Myles Kendrick 

Purvis, MS 

Amber Kennedy 

Summit, MS 

Amy King 

Magnolia, MS 

Brianna King 

McComb, MS 


Paxton King 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

William King 

Brookhaven, MS 

Alexander Kirkland 

Monticello, MS 

Wongwit Kirkland 

Hattiesburg, MS 

Angel Koscho 

Tylertown, MS 


Ty Lacoste 
Liberty, MS 
Myesha Landrews 
McComb, MS 
Emily Landry 
Tylertown, MS 
Jacob Landry 
Tylertown, MS 
Logan Larousse 
McComb, MS 




Kade Lear-Raymond 

Tylertown, MS 

Matthewj^tf 
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mug. MS 

Hnrey Lowery 
Jayess, MS 
Keyvarrius Lucas 
McComb, MS 
Phyllis Lumpkin 
Magnolia, MS 
Lacey Mabile 
Magnolia, MS 


Robert Mabile 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Francilla Magee 

Magnolia, MS 

Landrell Magee 

Tylertown, MS 

Michael Magee 
Tylertown, MS 
Miranda Magee 

Sandy Hook, MS 


Travonta Magee 

McComb, MS 

Willis Magee 
Tylertown, MS 
Katajah Mahaffey 
Harrisville, MS 
Hannah Malone 
Brookhaven, MS 
Destyn Mann 
Centreville, MS 


Lamecha Manning 
Summit, MS 
Achelci Martin 
Summit, MS 
Darrick Martin 
Summit, MS 
Ethan Martin 
Tylertown, MS 
Latonja Martin 
Liberty, MS 


Madison Martin 

Summit, MS 

Michael Martin 

McComb, MS 

Regan Martin 

Magnolia, MS 

Reginald Martin 

Fernwood, MS 

Shelby Martin 

McComb, MS 


students 163 

































































students 


Sydney Martin 
Me Comb, MS 
Santiago Martinez-Zuviria 
Summit, MS 
Karen Mason 
McComb, MS 
Demetrius Matthews 
Tylertown, MS 
John Maxwell 
Chatham, LA 


Janet May 

Tylertown, MS 

Lauren McCaffrey 

Ruth, MS 

Summer McComb 

McComb, MS 

Jalisa McCray 

Osyka, MS 

Jamey McCray 

Osyka, MS 


Johnny McCray 
Tylertown, MS 
Quizonchez McCray 
McComb, MS 
Ariel McDaniel 
Biloxi, MS 
Dacota McDaniel 
Osyka, MS 
David McDaniel 
Summit, MS 


Tiandrea McDaniel 

Liberty, MS 

Allyson McDonald 

Summit, MS 

Jesse McDonald 
Greensburg, LA 
John McDowell 
Crosby, MS 
Kymberli McDowell 
McComb, MS 


Reginald McDowell 

Magnolia, MS 

Akeyia McDyess 
Vossburg, MS 
Destiny McGaffeny 
McComb, MS 
Brittany McGuire 
Smithdale, MS 
Aaron McKay 
Osyka, MS 


Rachel McKee 

Tylertown, MS 

Jamikus McKelphin 

Tylertown, MS 

Destiny McKenzie 

McComb, MS 

Kayla McKenzie 

Summit, MS 
Laura McKey 

Woodville, MS 





164 people 










































































students 



— 


Jalexius McKnight 

Kentwood, LA 

Daniel McLaurin 

Taylorsville, MS 

Shelley McLean 
McComb, MS 
Keon McNeil 
McComb, MS 
Bryson McRaney 
Pearl, MS 


Nokeyia Mearidy 
Magnolia, MS 
Carlos Medina 
McComb, MS 
Deborah Miller 
Liberty, MS 
James Miller 
Bogue Chitto, MS 
Jasmine Miller 
Magnolia, MS 


Jeremy Miller 
Liberty, MS 
Ladarrius Miller 
Summit, MS 
Phillip Miller 
Liberty, MS 
Brandon Moak 
Summit, MS 
Morgan Moak 
Jackson, MS 


Wendell Moak 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Austin Moen 

Vancleave, MS 

Colby Moffett 

Laurel, MS 

Mark Molaison 

Tylertown, MS 

Scott Molaison 

Tylertown, MS 


Kori Montgomery 
McComb, MS 
Brooklyn Montilva 
McComb, MS 
Alexandra Moore 
McComb, MS 
Alexia Moore 
New Hebron, MS 
Jazmine Moore 
New Hebron, MS 


Lonnie Moore 
McComb, MS 
Shinah Moore 
McComb, MS 
Dinedra Moorehead 
McComb, MS 
Craig Morgan III 
Utica, MS 
Chrissy Morgan 
Liberty, MS 


students 165 























































































students 


David Morgan 

Roxie, MS 

Harvie Morgan 

Liberty, MS 

Wanya Morris 

BrooJchaven, MS 

Nathan Mullen 

Summit, MS 

Cole Myers 

Summit, MS 


Laken Nace 
Kokomo, MS 
Kristina Nathaniel 
McComb, MS 
Demekia Nelson 
Brookhaven, MS 
Robert Nesmith 
Vicksburg, MS 
Ashley Netterville 
Glos ter, MS 


Adriannah Nettles 

McComb, MS 

Alexis Nettles 
Monticello, MS 
Laura Nettles 
McComb, MS 
Macy Newcomb 
Summit, MS 
William Neyland 
Gloster, MS 


Hunter Nicholson 

McComb, MS 

Amirica Nimox 

Summit, MS 

Payton Noble 

Denham Springs, LA 

Shakeya Nobles 

McComb, MS 

Chelsey Norwood 

Tylertown, MS 


Donald Nunnery 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Tyesha Nunnery 
Summit, MS 
Ahzhane Obryant 
Magnolia, MS 
Crystal Obryant 
Tylertown, MS 
Laclifton Obryant 
McComb, MS 


Raelyn Odom 

Jay ess, MS 

Sidney Odom 

Canton, MS 

Brandon Olivares 

McComb, MS 

Lawrence Ordoyne 

Tylertown, MS 

Ashley Orr 

McCall Creek, MS 



166 people 





































































- kimi jeanson - 

W hen she was eleven months old, Kimi Jeanson was adopted from China by Mike and Sandy Jeanson. 

She grew up in McComb, Mississippi, with an older brother and graduated from Jubilee Performing Arts 
Center as valedictorian. She loved travelling with her father to major cities in the United States, such as 
Chicago, New York, Washington, D.C., and Seattle. Of all the cities, however, Chicago was her favorite; she 
was enchanted with its rich artistic culture. She chose to attend Southwest because of its phenomenal classes 
and environment. “I love how the classes are much more personal than a university, and the instructors 
really care about each student, which is something a lot of colleges don’t have,” Kimi mentioned. In addition to taking classes, she 
tutored mathematics in the library. She enjoyed helping other Southwest students succeed. Going to Southwest benefited her not 
only academically, but also financially. The college’s academics were unbeatable and accessible to anyone who wanted a degree. 

Jeanson studied four years of Spanish and developed a diverse list of hobbies throughout her life. Growing up, she actively 
participated in art, music, and sports. Her favorite pastimes were drawing, painting, writing, and taking photographs; she also 
played a variety of musical instruments, such as piano, guitar, ukulele, and drums. Journalism was also one of the things she was 
passionate about; she was a co-editor and photographer for the Pine Burr newspaper and Whispering Pines yearbook. In high 
school, she designed props and sets for theatrical plays, which inspired her to pursue a career in the arts. After Southwest, she 
planned to attend the School of the Arts Institute in Chicago with a focus in sculpture and cinematography. Filming and designing 
movie sets was her dream job. 

by Jonathan Scott 

Southwest fueled my passion for learning and fully prepared me 

a successful career. 

-Kimi Jeanson 





students 167 















students 



Bron Owens 

Brookhaven, MS 

Drake Pace 

Sumrall, MS 

Sephra Pace 
Foxworth, MS 
Deantoine Packnett 
Hattiesburg, MS 
Peyton Papenburg 
Brandon, MS 


Phillip Papisan 

Summit, MS 

Ellen Parker 

McComb, MS 

Madison Parker 

Stringer, MS 

Kristen Parnell 

fVaveland, MS 

Ashley Parun 

Brookhaven, MS 


Carlie Passman 
Jay ess, MS 
Nailon Patrick 
Magnolia, MS 
Robert Patrick 
McComb, MS 
Austin Patterson 
McComb, MS 
Patrich Patterson 
Centreville, MS 


Kristofer Patton 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Damichael ] 




































































Kimberly Raiford 

Tylertown, MS 

Asia Ramsey 
McComb, MS 
Logan Ranes 
Foxworth, MS 
London Ray 
Osyka, MS 
Samuel Reed 
Vicksburg, MS 


Angela Reeves 
Liberty, MS 
Monica Regouffre 
Ruth, MS 
Harlan Rester 
Magnolia, MS 
Sedrick Reynolds 
McComb, MS 
Cody Rhodes 
Tylertown, MS 


Nickie Price 
Franklinton, LA 
Lucy Puder 
Tylertown, MS 
Michaela Quave 
Springfield, LA 
Martin Quinn 
Tylertown, MS 
Orlando Quinn 
Tylertown, MS 


MS 

Pitts 

Amite, LA 

Ashton Planche 

Gloster, MS 

Hallie Planche 

Tylertown, MS 

Cody Pol 

Summit, MS 


Timmur Ponder 

Hattiesburg, MS 

Lilretha Porter 

Summit, MS 

Cheyenne Powell 
Monticello, MS 
Cameron Price 
Summit, MS 
John Paul Price 
McComb, MS 


students 169 

































































students 


John Riggs 

Brookhaven, MS 

Stephanie Rimes 

McComb, MS 

Jamari Riptoe 

Bay Springs, MS 

Nick Rivera 

Brookhaven, MS 

Elizabeth Roberts 

McComb, MS 


Kennedy Roberts 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Kobe Roberts 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Aroyalty Robertson 

Tylertown, MS 

Kwatayvia Robertson 

Magnolia, MS 

Serina Robertson 

Gloster, MS 


Tammy Robertson 
Tylertown, MS 
Darrion Robinson 
Liberty, MS 
Javonta Robinson 
Liberty, MS 
Laterrika Robinson 
Summit, MS 
Mahlon Robinson 
Macon, MS 


Parker Robinson 
Madison, MS 
Ernest Rogers 
Summit, MS 
Allyn Rollins 
Brandon, MS 
Charles Rollins 
McComb, MS 
William Rollinson 
Summit, MS 


Cody Ross 
Brandon, MS 
Hunter Rousseau 
Summit, MS 
Randi Rowdon 
Amite, LA 
Tanessa Rowley 
Tylertown, MS 
John Rutland 
Jayess, MS 


Rachel Rvals 

Tylertown, MS 

Kayla Sanchez 

Osyka, MS 

Kristie Sanchez 

Osyka, MS 

Antwain Sanders 

Hattiesburg, MS 

Deric Sanders 

Laurel, MS 



170 people 


































































students 



Kenneth Satterfield 

Tylertown, MS 

Kleat Schmidt 

Osyka, MS 

Brianna Schoonover 

Summit, MS 

Jonathan Scott 

Magnolia, MS 

Robert Scott 

McComb, MS 


Harlie Scruggs 

Smithdale, MS 

Austin Seals 

Angie, LA 

Aquarius Shaw 

McComb, MS 

Ryan Shaw 

Crosby, MS 

Wesley Sherrer 

Tylertown, MS 


Kassie Shipley 

Winnsboro, LA 

James Shows 

Liberty, MS 

Christopher Shropshire 

Summit, MS 

Haley Simmons 

McComb, MS 

Sami Simmons 

Magnolia, MS 


Harjot Singh 

Summit, MS 

Branton Smart 

Liberty, MS 

Alex Smith 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Amber Smith 

Summit, MS 

Bailey Smith 

Brookhaven, MS 


Brooke Smith 

Summit, MS 

Caitlin Smith 

Brookhaven, MS 

Dallas Smith 

Summit, MS 

Dallas Smith 

Franklinton, LA 

Demonte Smith 

Columbia, MS 


Gweneka Smith 

Tylertown, MS 

Haley Smith 

McComb, MS 

Jacob Smith 

Magnolia, MS 

Jada Smith 

Tylertown, MS 

Jermaine Smith 

New Hebron, MS 


students 1 7 1 











































































students 


Joseph Smith 

Tylertown, MS 

Lauren Smith 

Magnolia, MS 

Lawrence Smith 

Woodville, MS 

Ryan Smith 

McComb, MS 

Sheltika Smith 

Tylertown, MS 


Stephen Smith 

Summit, MS 

Charles Smithers 

Bogue Chit to, MS 

Jake Spears 

McComb, MS 

Latonio Spears 

Centreville, MS 

Crishawn Speight 

McComb, MS 


Christian Spencer 

Summit, MS 

Janice Ann Spicuzza 

Slidell, LA 

Margaret Spieler 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Dakota Stailey 

Bogue Chitto, MS 

Logan Stamps 

McComb, MS 


Giovanni Stanciel 
Osyka, MS 
Cameron Stanovich 
Biloxi, MS 
Paul Starrett 
McComb, MS 
Joshua Sterling 
Ruth, MS 
Timothy Sterling 
Ruth, MS 


Jamar Stewart 

Wesson, MS 

Kori Stewart 

Summit, MS 

Luke Stewart 

Columbia, MS 

Jack Stogner 

Chalmette, LA 

Shelby Stokes 

Meadville, MS 


Robyn Stuart 

Liberty, MS 

Timothy Sturdivant 

Meadville, MS 

Jarid Sturgeon 

Woodville, MS 

Ashley Summers 
McComb, MS 
Garrett Szopinski 

Summit, MS 



fgrirpnf r»i«. 


172 people 





































































- sean smith garcia - 

S tanding at 6’8”, it was no surprise that twenty-one year-old Sean Smith Garcia played basketball. In fact, he 

was on the 2016 MACJC championship team, but there was much more to his story. He was born in Madrid, Spain, 
to parents Michael and Claudia Smith. His father was an American who played professional basketball in Europe, 
and his mom was a native of Argentina. Smith spent his early years moving around Spain, but after his father retired 
in 2002, he and his family eventually settled in Seville, which was located in the southern portion of the country. 
While Smith’s father continued to pursue a career in basketball after his retirement, he never pushed his son to 
follow in his footsteps. “I actually was not very interested in basketball as a kid. In Spain, everyone grows up playing soccer,” 
Sean said. “When I was about ten years old, I started getting taller than the other kids, so I began playing basketball.” Eventually, 
he went on to play at a prestigious basketball academy in the Canary Islands, Canarias Islands Basketball Academy. 

After graduating, Smith knew that he wanted to come to America. He received offers from many American schools but 
decided to come to Southwest. “I chose Southwest because the coaches recruited me really well. They showed a lot of interest, 
even sent me videos. Coach Farrell showed a lot of interest and spent a lot of time talking to me.” Smith had spent summers in 
Atlanta, Miami, and New York. He was familiar with America, but Mississippi was a shock to him. “Coming to Mississippi was 
a lot different than anywhere else I had been before, but I like it down here. It’s very peaceful.” After wrapping up the basketball 
season, Smith, a proficient student as well, planned on continuing his education and basketball career at a university. 

by Asa Henderson 

/ chose Southwest because the coaches recruited me really well. They showed a lot 
of interest, even sent me videos. Coach Farrell and Coach Gray showed a lot of interest 

and spent a lot of time talking to me. 

-Sean Smith Garcia 




students 17 3 


















students 



Corey Tate 
Tylertown, MS 
Gabrielle Taylor 
Magnolia, MS 
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David Wallace 

McCall Creek, MS 
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er 
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erious Varnado 
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Lexavier Varnado 
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William Walden 
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Bogue Chitto, MS 
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Naquesha Young 

McComb, MS 
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Reflecting upon the year imparted a sense of nostalgia 

and great achievement. Athletics were better than ever before, and 
academics continued to supersede previous records. Representation 
of the institution by campus organizations informed the community 
and state that Southwest was determined to outshine the rest. 

Construction of the new multi-million dollar men’s 
residence hall was a notable achievement. The modem brick- 
and-glass structure was equipped with the latest technology 
and the most current aesthetic elements. Hundreds of 
guests turned out for the Alford-Conerly Hall dedication 
ceremony, and each attendee concurred that the college 
settled for nothing other than the best. 

Board of Trustees, administration, faculty, 
staff, and students triumphed over BestColleges. 
com ranking the institution as number one in the 
state. The unending dedication and desire to 
succeed were evidenced by the exceptional 
ranking. As state funding was cut and the 
cost of living continued to skyrocket, 
members of the Southwest community 
proved that they were genuinely 
unstoppable. 

by Cody Pol 

left: Emma Walls, Michael Wilson, 
Clare Clark, and Tate Allen perform 
"Jesus, What a Wonderful Child' 
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editors' notes 

whispering pines'editors 


Ldi hook Stan couiti not think ot a more appropriate adjective to describe our college than the < 

ipable. It was true of our football, basketball, soccer, and softball teams. It was trugof the student b< 
in our clubs and organizations. The hard work and perseverance of our students and faculty here 
i College was abundantly evident in all we did " ■*« 

book, we as a stall kept preserving these incredible events of the utmost importance. Weaver ,Jw? 
ing the most valued and life changing memories onto paper, to be one day revisited with all ofxhc 


above: Cody Pol, co-editor; Kimi Jeanson, co-et 


The journalism classes at Southwest Mississippi Community College created the 2017 Whisperir 

journalism instructor Joyce Mabry. Balfour Publishing, Dallas, Texas, printed the book; Karen Loden 
student and faculty portraits were taken by Dr. Chuck Barnes Photography and King Photography, and o 
and Amy’s Creative Imagery. The yearbook contains five videos and QR Codes. The videos were create 
yearbook staff was a member of the Associated Collegiate 
Cover: The cover was printed in 4/C process on l 
Proxima Nova and Momento were used on the cover and 
graphic designer. 

Photography: Photos were printed in CMYK at a resolution of 300ppi. Photos 
Production: The 2017 Whisperi 

Typography: Headlines and secondary headlines were in I _ J _ 

was in 10 pt. Times New Roman font. Captions were 8 pt. Times New Roman font. Folio 
Awards: In the Mississippi Community and Junior College Press Association 
Pines ROAR won first place Overall, first place in C 
in Photography Division, and first place in Copy Division 
Sample yearbooks were used as journal 
it represented fewer than three 
Thanks: f' 

adviser; Brooke Smith, editor; 


5 lamination. Foil stamp and embossing were applied. The fo nts 
ines. The logo was created and designed by Stephen Wiin a,T,s ’ 

were taken with Canon digital cameras. 

■ingPines^ was produced with Dell computers using Adobe InDesign CS6 and Photoshop Elements 8. 

Hammer style using Proxima Nova extrabold and Momento Roman. Body co'p) 
„..j was Proxima Nova Regular. 

(MCJCPA) 2016 Yearbook Competition, the 2016 Whisper' 1 ^ 
Cover Division, first place in Design Division, first place in Typography Division, first pl3 t - L 
). The 2017 Whispering Pines yearbook also was selected by Balfour as a national samp le - 
ism resources in workshops across the country and by Balfour’s representatives. This was a very select group; 
percent of the publications produced by Balfour. 

SMCC President Dr. Steve Bishop, the Board of Trustees, administration, faculty, staff. Whispering Pines staff. Joyce Mabry- 
e ~ :tcr; Kimi Jeanson ’ co-editor; Cody Pol, co-editor, Balfour Publishing and Karen Loden. 
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